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Re MUR 5934 — Fnends of Fred Thompson. Ioc .t al
Dear Mr Jordan

‘Thas office zepresents Fnends of Fred Thompsan, Inc (“FOFI™), its treasurer, Lin
Howard, and Senator Fred Thompson (collectively mn the above-

MUR We have seviewed the complamt filed on August 20, 2007, by Lane
Hudson As detailed below, the Complant contains erroneous allegations and
mcoerect legal theones that fiil to state a claim that & violation has occurred
Therefore, the Commussion should find 00 reason to believe that Respondents
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“Act” or “FECA™),
and the Commssion should dismws the Complamnt

The Complamt alleges that violated the Commusion’s testing the waters

regulations Sece 11 CFR§§10072,100 131 The Complant specifically alleges that

Respondents (1) saised funds m excess of what could reasonably be expected to be
used for explomtory activities, (2) made statements that referred to Senator

‘Thompeon as a candidate for Premdent, and (3) conducted actuvities mn close
proxumity to the election ot over & protracted period of tme As outlined below,
these allegations are groundless and the Respoadents conducted all of theit activities
10 full comphance with the Commission’s testing the waters regulations
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FACTUAL AND LEGAL BACKGROUND

On June 1, 2007, FOFT was incorpotsted a3 a noapeofit cozpomation pursuant to the Tennessee
Noaprofit Cotporation Act  FOFT began operations oa June 4, 2007 as a tax-exempt pobtical
organtzation under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code (‘IRC") FOFT filed both a Poliical

tion Notice of Section 527 Status (Form 8871) and Political Organmation Repott of
Contnbutions and Expenditures (Form 8872) s required by lsw  On its Mid-Year Form 8872
disclosure report, filed with the Internal Revenue Seevice (“IRS™) on July 31, 2007, FOFT duly
reported, as required by law, all of the contributions 1t recetved and expenditures st made through June
30, 2007

Under the Commission’s testing the waters regulations, “[flunds recetved solely for the purpose of
determining whether an mndividual should become 2 candidate are not contnbutions” and aze not
required to be repoeted to the Commmssion during the testing the waters period 11 CFR § 10072
Secalso 11 CFR § 100 131 (contmmng parallel exception from the defimtion of expenditure) “If the
mndivadual subsequently becomes a canddate, the funds recetved are contnbutions subject to the
geporting requirements of the Act  Such contnbutions must be reported with the first report filed by
the principal campaign commuttee of the candidate  ” 11 CFR §10072 Secalso 11 CFR

§ 100 131

FOFT began testing the waters activities on June 4, 2007 While FOFT operated as s testing the

waters commuttee, the Respondents scrupulously comphed with the Commission’s testing the waters
provisions, the requirement that all contnbutions be rased subject to the kmitations and
prohubitions of the Act

Sensator Thompeon filed 2 Statement of Candidacy with the Commission on September 6, 2007,
demgnating FOFT as his pnncipal campaign commuttee  On Septembet 7, 2007, Senator Thompson
filed a Statement of Organnzstion with the Commmsion Pursuant to the Act and Commssion
regulations, FOFT will file 1ts inmial disclosure report with the Commmsion on Octobez 15, 2007, and
FOFT will ;mnclude on this repost all monses rased and spent during the testing the waters period Seg
11 CFR §§ 100 72, 100 131

Under the Commmston’s testing the waters regulations, an mdividual may recesve funds and make
payments without tnggenng candidate status 1f the funds are recetved and the payments are made for
the purpose of determining whether an individual should become a candidate for federal office Sgg 11
CFR §§10072,100131 The testing the waters exception does not spply to funds receved or
expenditures made for “activities mdicating that an mdivadual has decded to become a candsdate for o
particular office or for activines relevant to conducting s campaign ™ 11 CFR §10072(b) Examples
of an mdivadual's activities that ace deemed to be relevant to conducting a campaign inciude publc
political advertising that publictzes an mtention to campaign for federal office, suthonzed written or
otal statements that refer to the mndivadual as a candidate, fundraising 1 excess of what could
reasonably be expected to be used for exploatory activaties, taking sction to qualify for the ballot
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under state law, or conducting activities 1n “close proximity to the election or over a protracted peniod
of tme™ Scg 11 CFR §§ 100 72(b)(1)-(5)

As outlined below, Respondents have conducted all of their activities m full accoed with the

‘The Complaint slleges that Respondents violated the Commussion’s testing the waters regulations by
activities 1n “close proximty to the election oz over & proteacted penod of tme ™ See 11
CFR §10072(b)(4) This claim 1 utterly baseless There 13 no set e hmit on how long a testing
the waters commuttee may operate  Moreover, FOFT functioned as s testing the waters commmttee for
only spproximately three months and registered wath the Commussion s Senstor Thompson’s
prncipal campaign committee on September 7, 2007 Grven that the presidential pnmary sesson has
lhustoncally lasted 12 or even 15-18 months, operating & testing the waters comtmttee for approximately
90 days, as FOFT dud, can 10 no way be characterized a3 occurning over s protracted peniod of tune

In addition, the 2007-08 presidential primary process began extrsordmanly cadly For example, Rudy
Gmuham and John McCan filed thesr Statements of Candidacy m November 2006, Mitt Romney,

Hillary Chnton, and John Edwards filed candidate papers in January 2007, snd Barack Obama filed
candidate papers in Febroary 2007 Accondingly, presidential candidates from both major parties
dunng this election cycle will have campagned for twelve to fourteen months before any primary or
caucus takes place 1 2008, and candidates will have campaigned m excess of 18 months before the
major parties hold thesr nommating conventions next summer Opersting as & testing the waters
commuttee for only approximately three months, as FOFT did here, cannot be regarded as a proteacted
penod of ttme under any circumstances, and certatnly not where, as here, the ttme peniod coaststuted
only a small fraction of the total length of ime candidates competed in the presidental primary
process

FOFT hkewsse did not operate as a testing the waters commuttee m close proximity to an clecion As
noted above, FOFT segstered with the Commission as Senstoe Thompeon's principal campagn
commuttee on Septembes 7, 2007, which 1 months before any pnmaries or csucuses will be held No
prmary or caucus 13 scheduled to take place before January, 2008, and a lazge number of nommnating
contests will not occur until February or March of 2008 Gaven that FOFT became & campaign
commuttee many months before any state’s primary o caucus will be held, FOFT’s testing the waters
sctivities were not conducted 1 “close proximuty” to an election for purposes of the Commuuon's
testing the waters regulations

The Commismon’s regulations cleardy recognze that fundratemg strength 13 highly relevant m an
mdezmnﬂwﬁﬂv&HhaﬂmﬁdﬂanmﬁeMbmfm
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federsl office In addition, allowng mdividuals to gauge the strength of their potental candidacies,
mclucng thetr fundrammg prowess, before they decude to become s candadate, 15 2 key predicate of the
Commssion’s testing the waters provisions Consstent with thus framework, the Commission’s
regulations do not place & numerical cap on the amount of money a testing the waters commuttee can
rise, provided the commttee does not mse money “in excess of what could reasonsbly be expected
for explosatory acuivities” 11 CER § 100 72(b)(2)

FOFT reported rusing $3 46 mulkion for its testing the waters activities through June 30, 2007 on 1ts
Mad-Year Form 8872 filed wath the IRS on July 31,2007 The Complamant, relying on the funds
FOFT reported raming on 1ts Mid-Year Form 8872, alleges that FOFT violated 11 CFR

§ 100 72(b)(2) The allegation 13 groundless

The $3 46 mulhon that FOFT msed 13 only a tiny fraction of the amount of money that past
presudential campaigns collected dunng the pamary process  For example, FOFT"s fundeusiog
amouant 1s only 3 5% of the approximately $100 mmllion that Geotge W Bush ramsed for the pnmanes
duning the 2000 election cycle Furthermore, FOFT"s $3 46 onllion fundraming figure 13 merely 1 3%
of the amount George W Bush msed for the pumanes duning the 2004 election cycle, and only 1 4%
of the amount John Kerry collected for the primanes that cycle The fact that FOFT duning the period
at 1ssue rassed less than one-twentieth of the amount of funds that past premdental campaigns rassed
foe the pnmanes 13 powerful evidence that FOFT dud not mme money “mn excess of what could

ressonably be expected foe exploratory actviies™ 11 CER § 100 72(b)(@)

Moteover, FOFT dunng the time peniod at sssue hikewse msed only a small fraction of the amount of
money that premudential candidates collected dunng the current election cycle Below 1 a table
mdicating what the leading presidential candidates 1 both patties reported as recetpts for thexr
csmpaigns through the July 15, 2007, dsclosure reports, and how FOFT’s fundrsing total dunng the
time period at :ssue compared with each candidate’s total

John McCamn $26,3989,657 34 131%
John Edwards  $23,129,157 72 150%

Given that FOFT dunng the time period at msue rased only 2 emall proportion of what curzent and
past pressdential candidates collected duning the primary season — 1n some mstances less than 2% of
what other candsdates collected — FOFT by no means mmed more funds than “could reasonably be
expected to be used for explomtory sctivities™ under 11 CFR § 100 72(b)(2)



0 S BN Gm 0 o o mm o oo o’ o o o e =m

Mt JeffS Jordan
October 5, 2007
Page 5

The Complatnt alleges that FOFT msed $72,000 1n conmbutions earmarked for the general election
dunng the time period at msue and that this constitutes an “egregious violation of the ‘testing the
waters’ clause, as 1t cleasly indicates an mtention foz protracted campagn activity ” Complame at 1
The allegation 1 categonically false Contrary to the Complanant’s contennon, FOFT nesther solicited
nox collected funds for the genenal election during the testing the waters peniod Rather, FOFT maused
funds subject to the s that apply for the pnmares, including the mdividusl contubution hmst of
$2,300 pez election  If an mdivadual contnbuted more than $2,300, FOFT sought to reattnbute the
excess pottion to the individual’s spouse for the primary election within the 60-day time window
prescubed by Commmsion regulations See 11 CFR §§ 110 1(k), 103 3(b) If FOFT was not able to
seattnibute an individual’s contnbution to a spouse for the primary election within 60 days, FOFT,
pursusnt to Commussion regulations, refunded the excess portion to the contmbutor Id

FOFT saumed funds solely for the pnmary election duning the testing the waters phase and carefully
complied with Commussion regulations concerning reattributing and refunding excessive contributions
Complainant’s allegation that FOFT rased funds for the genenl election, and therefore operated
outside of the testing the waters provisions, 1s specious and should be disnussed

The Complamt alleges that FOFT violated the “pasd sdvertung clsuse” of 11 C FR § 100 72(b)(1) by
spending $133 on Google AdWords and $21,142 for “Media,” as disclosed on FOFT's Mid-Year Form

8872 fled with the IRS Seg Complamt at 1

As 2 threshold matter, Complamant erroneously coatends that § 100 72(b)(1) bars all types of
advertamg In actuality, § 100 72(b)(1) plamnly indicates that testing the waters committees are not
prohubited from taking out any advertisements, but only from running advertisements that
“publicize  [20 mdivadual’s] mtention to campasgn for Fedeml office ™ Id.

All of FOFT"s expenditures were made consistent with the provisions of 11 CFR § 100 72(b)(1) The
Complamt references a $133 psyment that FOFT made for Google AdWornds Complamtat1 This
payment was made to create & ink ©0o FOFT's testing the waters website, which was located at

www ImWithFred com, when cettain search terms were entered mto the Google search engme The

Google message merely stated that Senstor Thompson was testing the waters, and read as follows

I'm With Fred

Fred Thompaon is festing the walsrs
To shere your support, viet

wyw ImWithFred com
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This meseage was fully consistent with 11 CFR § 100 72(b)(1) because 1t indicated that Senatoe
Thompeon was testing the waters and did not state or imply that Senator Thompson mtended to
campugn for President

The Complamt slso slleges that FOFT made “sn expenditure 1n the amount of $21,142 for Meda *
Complatntat 1 As noted sbove, the Commussion’s testing the waters provisions do not ba all types
of advertsing and mass meds commumeations In any event, the referenced expendsture was not foe
advertiing Rather, the payment was made to New Meds Strategies, which tracks blogs and provides
steategsc advice for dealing with onhne media

Complamant’s contentson that FOFT violated 11 CFR § 100 72(b)(1) 1s baseless and shoukd be
dismaseed

V.  Respondents Repeasedly Indicated Duning the Testing the Waters Phase that
Senator Thompson Was Not a Presidential Candidate and Had Not Decided

Whether to Become a Candadate

11 CFR § 100 72(b)(3) bars an mdividual while testing the waters from “makfing] or suthoezfing]
witten ot oral statements that refer to him or her as a candidate for & particular office ™ Complanant
slleges that Respondents violated § 100 72(b)(3) during the testing the waters phase The public record
mdicates that pnioe to and duning the testing the waters period, Senator Thompson and FOFT
repeatedly emphasized that Senstor Thompson was not a candidate for the Presidency and that Senator
Thompson had not decided whether to become & candidate ‘The following pubkic statements ace some
of the numerous examples 1n which Senstor Thompson and FOFT representatives resterated that
Senator Thompeon was testing the waters to gauge the strength of s potential candidacy, and that
Senator Thompson had not made a decision on whether to become a presudential candidate

e Jackson Baket, Frod Tiospsn “Door Open” for Presdensal Bed, Memphss Flyer (Tennessee),
March 11,2007 (Attached hereto as Extubut 1)

“Thompson opined that he would safely be sble to wait as late as summer before deciding on
the matter of a pressdential run ™

o Enc Pfefer, Ader Thempsen penders '08 run, Former GOP senator backed as ‘trus conservatios,’
Washington Times, March 12, 2007, at AO4 (Exhabat 2)

“Mr Thompeon said he has no timetable for decaading whether to mitiate 2 presdential
campaign *

*““T want to see how my collcagues who are on the campaign tmil do now, what they say, what
they emphasize, what they're addressing, snd how successful they are 1n doing that, and
whether or not they can catry the ball :n next November, and matnly whether or not they can
mdxﬂnmepk.m&cAmpmplemdoﬁewqhwm“'u
gomng to need to do ™
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Prefessor Says Summer May Be Too Lats for Thempson to Lawnch Bed, Bulletin News Network, Inc
The Frontrunner, March 14, 2007 (Exhibat 3)

“The Knoxville News Sentinel (3/14, Powelson) reports that ex-Tennessee Sen Fred
Thompeon (R) has said he may not decude whether to run for president until summer ™

John Fund, Lights, Camens  Canddacy?, Opanion Journal from the Wall Street Journal Editoral
Page, March 17,2007 (Exhibat 4)

“Fred Thompson cleatly hasn't decsded whether to run for premdent,”

Chuck Rassch, Ir Fred Theagpson abont ready 10 lay deww the ‘Law and Order® USA Today, March
30*,2007 (Exhibut 5)

*“Is Thompson gomg to ron™

‘““My sense 1s that he 1 senously considenng it No other way to put 1t,’ [Thompson
Spokesperson Matk] Conllo sasd *

Ball Theobald, Thempsen’s pre-decien tenr continmes, The Tennessean (Nashville, Tennessee), April
18,2007, at 3A (Exhubst 6)

“Thompeon ‘wants to make sure he has heard from as many people s he can’ before making a
decision, sasd his spokesman Mack Comllo ”

“’He wants to talk about the future of the party and the future of the (consetrvative) pohitical
movement,’ Corallo saud

Mike Allen, F Thempson seulling summer docssson, The Politsco, Apnil 30,2007 (Exhibat 7)
“Thompson has not made a final decision  hus advisers say ”

Interview by Sean Haanity with Fred Thomson, Hesmty & Cedwes, Fox News Channel, May 1,
2007 (Exhubet 8)

“HANNITY Baing us innde the Thompson mind, 1 terms of what's going on inside of your
mind, as you make this decimon about whether or not you want to get 1n this race and run for
presudent What are you thinking about™

“THOMPSON Well, obviously, there's some practical things, some contractual things thst
I'm doing There's some family considerations You don't change on a dime You think you're
gotng this direction with your fanuly, and your hife, and you're going another direction You
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take some ttme I'm taking tins ttme I'm talking to some of the smartest people, I think, n the
country, about some things that are very important to me *

Buill Vanian, Thewmpsen Refuses o Rush Doczssos, St Petersburg Times (Flonds), May 11, 2007 at 3B
(Exhube 9)

“Fred Thompson says he’s m no burry to decide whether to run fot president, even as his
potential opponents traverse the country mung milhons 1n campagn money *

*“Asked sbout creating a catastrophic fund to buffet property owners from nsing mnsurance
costs, Thompson saud, “That's Flonda's msue’ He saxd he hasn't looked mto it, but mught if he
decxdes to run for president ®

Liz Sudots, Maxy Ssgus Puest to Themspsen Candsdacy, The Associated Press, May 23, 2007 (Exhabat
10)

“Numerous mgns pomt to & Thompson candidacy and & summertume snnouncement 13 widely
expected, although people close to hum caution that he has not made & final decwmon sbout

runming

Matt Wilson, Leswshers kae ap for Thempsen, Chattancoga Times Free Press (Tenncssec), May
25,2007 (Exhsbat 11)

“Mazk Conallo, 2 spokesman for M Thompeon, saud the former senator and actor 18

‘abeclutely grateful for the support’ from a group that backs him with ‘no prompting, no help,
0o contact ™

*““It certamnly gsves him more to think sbout when he makes his final considerations,” he saud
But Mtz Corallo saud there are severl other factors to consider, such as farmly sssues and

g™
*‘He bas to make sure that the man meets the times,” he sud

Holly Bailey, Tor Sign of ths Rad Track, Newsweek, May 28,2007, at 10 (Exhubet 12)

“Mark Comllo, & spokesman, seys Thompeon ‘ust hasn't had the heart to sell her [hs red

puckup truck] I don't know if the track will be resutrected,” e told NEWSWEEK, adding that
Thompson has made 0o decision sbout 2008 »

Cable News Network, Searces Thesspson & fake bng stsp seward Wikie House run, (May 30, 2007),
available ;;)Imp //wwrwr cnn com/2007/POLITICS/05/30/thompson 2008/mdex html

“He 13 entening the ‘testing the waters’ phase,’ sad one of the sources close to Thompson ‘It
allows the senstor to go out and gange support ™
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Lax Sadots, Fred Thempsen meses absad suth kikely prendentsal candsdacy, Assocrated Press, May 30,
2007 (Exhubst 14)

““Senator Thompson 15 still sencusly considenng getting mto the pressdential contest and he 15
dmgevuydmgheh:mdommhdntﬁmldemm:mdmwb,sw

spokesman ‘Stsy tuned ™
“Officials cautsoned that Thompeoa hes made no final decision ”

Lax Sadots, Fred Thempsen takes st stsp fowerd presdentsal racs, Associated Press, May 30, 2007
(Extubst 15)

“Despite the movement, officials cautioned that Thompson has made no final decmion sbout
whether o run or whese and when to get 1n the tace should he decude to go forward ®

Car Hulse and Patrck Healy, Saraw GO P as Ex-Senator Mowes fo Run, New Yotk Times, May
31,2007 (Exhibrt 16)

“In another development on Wednesday, Mz Thompseon ssked to be released from hus role on
‘Law & Order’ on NBC, the Associated Press reported  The show’s executive producer, Dick
Wolf, saxd Mr Thompsoa had told lum that he ‘has not made a firm dectsion about his political
fature’ but that he was concerned sbout ‘the crestive end scheduling consteants of the

upcoming season ™

““Fred Thompeon 1 doing evezything he has to do to gauge suppoct to come to & final decsion
1n s tmely maaner,” saxd Mark Coaallo who has been acting as his spokesman ”

Laxz Sudots, AP Intermew Thempsen sys no docssson yot, bat sounds bike a candsdate anyway, Associated
Press, June 3,2007 (Exhubut 17)

“"We've not made a final decision on st But obviously we’re thinking pretty senously about st,’

be [Thompeon] saxd ‘Everybody who has an opportunity to make even a small difference n
the course of the direction of the country has got to look at that very senously ™

“We will be talking to a lot of people, we'll be musng some money, we'll be putting together s
staff m order to reach out to some more people and test the level of suppott we have,”
Thompeon saxd ‘So we'll see s little bat later on where we go ™

Beaumont Thomas, Fire pats ran claser for Fred Themspsen, Des Motnes Register (Iown), June 26,
2007,2t 1B (Exhibat 18)

““Thus 1s the kund of stellar team Senator Thompeon 1s sttmacting as he continues to move
forward mn his determunations,” Thompeon spokesman Mark Corallo said ‘It means Senator

Thompeon will be ready, should he decude to run, and will have the night team 1 place to be
successful when 1t’s ime to go to the caucuses ™
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o Enk Schelug, Intwastons/ News, Associated Press Woddstream, June 26, 2007 (Exhabet 19)

“Moce than 200 supporters gathered earlier Tuesday st the Nashwille airpost to greet
Thompson He told the crowd he’s ‘testing the waters’ sbonta run  *

e Jim Kuhnhenn, In specal siatus, Thempson doesn’t bave to disclass mongy yet, The Associated Press
State & Local Wire, July 6, 2007 (Exiubt 20)

“Thompson, the ‘Law & Order’ television actor and former Republican Teanessce Senatos, has
been retaining staff, opening s headquarters, hokdng fundramers and touting hus credentals as
potential White House contender But he has not said defintively that he's & canchdate for
president ™

o  Thempsen Begens Twe-Day Soutbiand Fund Rasng Trp Todsy, City News Sexvice, July 31, 2007
(Exhubat 21)

“We are 1n a ‘testing the water’ phase,’ Linda Roxetr, the communications director for Friends
of Fred Thompson, told The Times ‘It would not be accurate to compare s candidate to &
noncandidate ™

o Jo Manmes, Thempsen iaps mers Massoursans for donatsons Hs attends prvats fundrmsing event sn Lads,
sgys be 13 flattersd by warm rocspisen  state, St Louws Post-Dispatch (Missouri), August 22, 2007
(Exiubat 22)

““Clearly 'm gomg to be reachmng a resolution and making & statement in the near future,’
Thompeon sad  *

“TI continue to be gratified that strangers would show up and contnbute what I
congider to be large amounts of money for someone who 1s testing the waters for

premdent, who they've never met,’ Thompson sad ”

None of the foregotng statements state oz even mply that Senator Thompson was a candadate for
Presudent or had even decded to become s presidential canchdate Rather, the statements repestedly
made clear that Senator Thompson wished to gauge the potential strength of any candidacy and
analyze and wesgh a number of personal and professionsl consuderations before making any decision
on whether to become a candidate These are precisely the kinds of activines and consderations that
the Commussion’s testing the waters provisions contemplate and peermt

Complamant rehes heavily on MUR 5365 (Rev Al Sharpton for Presudent Exploratory Commttee), m
whuch the Commission found that Mr Sharpton and his presidential commuttee violated the testing the
waters provisions  However, MUR 5365 1s readably distinguishable from the current matter In MUR
5365, the Commission emphastzed that Mt Sharpton had wntten 2 book m whach the first chapter was
titled, “Mr Presxdent™ First General Counsel’s Reportat 5 Moteover, M Sharpton repeatedly
referred to humself as & candidate m the book, inciuding the followmng statements “I am runming for
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President to finally put the 1ssues concerning most Amenicans onto the front bumer”, and “It 1 on
those qualities that [ am seeking the Presidency of the Unsted States 10 2004 ™ ]Jd Mz Sharpton’s
statements n MUR 5365 directly contravened 11 CFR §100 72(b)(3), which prohtbuts an mndivadual
while testing the waters from “mak{ing] or authonzfing] wntten or oral statements that refer to him or
ber as & candidate for & partsculsr office * Mr Sharpton’s statements m MUR 5365 bear no
resemblance to the statements made by Senator Thompson and by representatives of FOFT dunng the
testing the waters penod

In MUR 5251 (Joe Rogers), another enforcement action tnvolving the FEC's testing the waters
regulations, statements made by the potentil candudate dunng the testing the watets phase cleadly
mdicated that the potentl candidate had decided to run for Congress Mz Rogers declared on
numerous occasions that he was a candidate for Congress m 2002, mcluding stating at a fundraser “T
want to be your Congressman and necd your help to win the seat ™ First General Counsel’s Repozt at
4 Furthermore, a fundraming letter ugned by Mr Rogers stated “[T]hank you m advance for your
help m this new campaign With your support I look forward to serving you i the next United States
Congress ” Id. Mr Rogers’ statements 1 MUR 5251 cleady contravened 11 CFR 100 72(b)(3)
becsuse he expressly and repestedly referred to himself a3 2 candidate and mndicated that he was
running for fedenal office  Therefore, the General Counsel found reason to behieve that Rogers
viclated the testing the waters provasions, but recommended that the Commussion take no further
action against the respondents As with MUR 53685, the statements made n MUR 5251 beat no
resemblance to the statements made by Senator Thompson and by representatives of FOFT duning the
testing the waters peniod

None of the statements st issue in the present matter cver indicated that Senator Thompeon was &
candidate for the Presudency or that Senator Thompson had made a decision on whether to become 2
presudential candidate Accordingly, the Commussion should find no reason to believe that

Respondents violated 11 CF R § 100 72(b)(3)
CONCLUSION

Foz the foregomng reasons, the Commssion should find there 13 0o reason to believe that the
Respondents violated the Act, and this matter should be dismissed

Sincerely,

Lo [F——

Connne Falenckn
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Exhibit1

Memphis Flyer, Online

Fred Thompson: "Door Open" for
Presidential Bid

By JACKSON BAKER

JACKSON BARER

Former Tennessee senator and actor Fred Thompeon, who has spent his tme since lesving the U S
Senate 1n 2002 as a principal on NBC-TV’s Lew and Ondsr, may be a candidate for presdent 1n 2008
“T'm grving some thought to st I'm going to leave the door open,” Thompson told host Chris
Wallace on Fex News Sunday, thereby confirming a spate of recent rumots on vanous weblogs
Republican Thompson, & 1964 graduate of the University of Metmplus, acknowledged that lus friend
and mentor Howard Baker, another former Tennessee senator, had sesiously promoted such a
candudacy on the grounds that no acceptable conservative was 50 far 1n the running

Quoting Adlu Stevenson, 2 Democratic candidate 1 1952 and 1956, Thompeon said the

task of 2 candidste was to “do what’s necessary to become president and still desezve to be
president

In answer to Wallace’s questions, Thompson saxd he was pro-life, “tolezant™ of gays but opposed to
£Ay marnage, anti-gua control but supportive of campagn finance legmlation and flexible on
smmgration law He also said President Bush’s surge policy 1n Iraq should be given a chance to
woek

Thompson opmned that he would safely be sble to wat as late s summer before deciding on the
matter of & presidential run

Date created 03/11/2007
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Exhibit 2

March 12, 2007 Monday

SECTION: NATION, A04
LENGTH: 527 words

HEADLINE: Actor Thompson ponders "08 run,
Former GOP senator backed as ‘true conservative’

BYLINE: By Enc Pfesffer, THE WASHINGTON TIMES
BODY:

Fred Thompson has played the president in the mowvies, and the ex-senator now says he 18
“leaving the door open” on a real run for the White House 1n 2008

The Tennessee Republican said he has been encouraged to run by some of us former colleagues,
who cite the lack of a "true conservative” among the top tier of candidates already on the
campauign tral

*It's not really a reflection on the current field at all,” he said during an appearance on "Fox
News Sunday" yesterday, discussing lus potential bid "As you know, some of them are very
good fnends of mine I'm going to wait and see how it pans out, see how they do, how 1t
develops "

Mr Thompson, 64, smd he was pondenng a run after former Senate Myjonity Leader Howard
Baker and other Tennessee Republicans began drumming up support for hum

"It will be interesting to me as I listen to people and learn and watch what's going on and what's
Lnﬁmmdhepﬂmbmndnh&.nbwheﬂmumtmymh:ﬂmhunﬂ'

Mr Thompson, who has maintamed a role on the popular NBC legal drama "Law and Order”
since leaving the Senate in 2003, explained s position on a number of 15sues important to the
Republican base, mncluding abortion, gun control, immugration and the war 1n Iraq

On Iraq, Mr Thompson sad as president his strategy would largely murror that of President
Bush "I would do essentially what the president’s doing I know 1t's not popular nght now, but I
thunk we have to look down the road and consider the consequences of where we are *

The only 1ssue discussed where Mr Thompson broke from the views of the conservative base
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was campaign-finance reform As a senator, he voted for the McCain-Feingold campaign-finance
reform legaslation, which became law

"We've got a situation where people could give politicians huge sums of money, winch 1s the

soft-money situation at that time, and then come before those same politicians and ask them to
pass legislation for them,” he smd "So that's not a nonconservative position, although I agree

that a lot of people have interpreted 1t that way *

Amnde from hus acting career, Mr Thompson has remained involved n politics since leaving
Washington He recently served as a member of the Libby Legal Defense Trust steenng
commuttee, helping to raise money for former White House aude I Lewns "Scooter” Libby Jr's
legal team

"I'd do 1t now," be smd when asked if the president should pardon Mr Libby, who was found
guilty on four counts last week of lying to investigators in the Valerie Plame CIA-leak case
"Thus 13 a trial that never would have been brought 1n any other part of the world This s a
muscarmage of justice "

Mr Thompson said he has no timetable for deciding whether to initiate a presidential campaign

“I want to see how my colleagues who are on the campaign trail do now, what they say, what
they emphasize, what they're addressing, and how successful they are n doing that, and whether
or not they can carry the ball 1n next November, and mamly whether or not they can reach the
mehthbhhmwmmmmwm

GRAPHIC: Former Sen Fred Thompson, who has had a role on TV's "Law and Order” since
wv}lﬂllxnmnmm.wm&ntm:mﬁorﬂnwmhlq [Photo by
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Professor Says Summer May Be Too Late For Thompson To Launch Bid The Frontrummer March
14, 2007 Wednesday

Copynight 2007 Bulletin News Network, Inc
The Frontrunner

March 14, 2007 Wednesday

SECTION: NATIONAL CAMPAIGN NEWS

LENGTH: 405 words

HEADLINE: Professor Says Summer May Be Too Late For Thompson To Launch Bid
BODY:

The Knoxwville News Sentinel (3/14, Powelson) reports that ex-Teanessee Sen Fred Thompson
(R) "has saxd he may not decide whether to run for president until summer But that could be too
late to win, a University of Tennessee professor says

By summer, most of the campaign orgamizers and big-money people could be commutted to other
candidates, smd Michael Gant, a political science professor focusing on Amencan politics and
polling research ‘Anybody [who] tnies to get m  seven months before the pnmanes and cancuses
begin — 1t's just absurd,’ Gant smid m an interview 'Most of the campaign organizers, most of the
money 1s ied up All the activists, the party people everybody you need to get out the vote are
nailed down "™ But Thompson, TN2 Rep JohnJ Duncan Jr (R) and ex-Senate Majonty Leader
Howard Baker Jr (R) "have saud they don't believe he would start too Iste Thompson has
somewhat of a national following from eight years n the Senate through 2002, from hus current
role on the NBC hit drama 'Law & Order’ and from roles in about 20 big-screen movies "
Duncan "said 1t 1s not too late because developments on TV and in the mass media ‘can move
very, very quickly There are big-money people all over the country and if they see some fiast
movement toward somebody, they will move fast themselves It seems to me he'd have a fairly
good chance because all of the others have problems of some sort or another ™"

Thompson Helping Rause Cash For Libby Defense Fund

U S News & World Report (3/13, Bedard) reparted on its website, "In a move that suggests he's
not worned that backing convicted peryurer Lew:s ‘Soooter” Libby wall hurt hus presidential
chances, former Sen Fred Thompson 1s planmng to host several fundraisers to help the former
Cheney aide pay lus legal fees In fact, allies of Thompson are trying to bring attention to the
Law and Order actor/politician’s move and call for a presidential pardon as a demonstration that
be sticks with fnends no matter what the political outcome 'Give Fred props on the pardon
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advocacy,' says one pal ‘And he's raising money for the www scooterlibby com defense fund *
Thompson, working with GOP operative Mary Matalin, has helped raise $4 milhion for the fund
90 far, and a defense fund orgamzer” on Tuesday "said that the duo 15 looking to hold more
fundrassers mn the spring for Libby's conviction appeal, the dates are still being worked out *
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Wall Street Journal Opinion Journal
THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW

Lights, Camera . . . Candidacy?
Fred Thompson is shaking up the GOP presxiential field And he's not even running yet

BY JOHN FUND
Saturday, March 17, 2007 12 01 am

NEW YORK--"Expect her to recount every moment of her ordeal,” the savvy distnct attorney
mused to his deputy "There won't be a dry eye in the jury
"That's a take!" says a director of the hit NBC senes “Law and Order " With that, Fred
Thompson, the former U S senator from Tennessee who has played “strict constructionist®
prosecutor Arthur Branch for the past four years, walks back with me to his dressing room
to talk about a new role he might soon be undertaking surpnse Republican presidential
candidate
It 1s a slightly surreal setting to be talking big-league politics But not unprecedented In
1965, Ronaid Reagan held early strategy meetings on his nascent race for governor of
California on the set of "Death Valiey Days * In 2003, Arnold Schwarzenegger stepped off a
plane from a worid-wide publiaty tour for his last "Terminator” film and immediately
huddied with advisers on his own campaign for governor Both men effectively used their
celebrnity status to completely transform the races they entered
So too may Fred Thompson When we meet on Thursday night, it's only been four days
since he appeared on Fox News to merely announce he was "looking at® running Chuck
Todd, the political director of NBC News, notes in amazement how "a retired senator can
show a tiny bit of interest and literally shake up the race overnight *
And he s shaking up the race. Every GOP candidate 1s nervously watching the reaction to
his possible entry J C Watts, an Oklahoma congressman from 1995 to 2003, has endorsed
lnm “I define Fred Thompson as AC, what's AC? Al class *
Fan blogs for “Law and Order” note that since the show 1s especially popular among women,
& Thompson race could help close the GOP's "gender gap " The most pithy comment is from
Craig Hammond, a former mayor of Bluefield, W.Va He told the Bluefield News “"He's the
tall tmber we've been waiting for He's the total package He can hold the red states and
pick up a few blue ones along the way *

—*—
But Mr Thompson appears serene about all the speculation swirling around im "Those
running are all good guys, and would be good presidents,” he says leaning back in a
reciiner "But there are truly vital issues--from the looming entitiement cnsis to nuclear
proliferation--I'm not afraid to talk about Lots of people have such a low regard for
polthicians that they're open to a campaign that would be completely different *
So how would a paossible Thompson campaign be distinctive? "Politics 1s now one big 24-
hour news cycle, but we seem to spend less time than ever on real substance,” he muses



N WS OE 0N oS 0 an on on ow ow Y’ Ai"e om om om e em

"What if someone haressed the Internet and other technologies and insisted in talking
about real issues in more depth than consuitants would advise? What If they took nsks with
their race 1n hopes that the risks to our children could be reduced through building a
mandate for good policy?™
Children are a lot on Mr Thompson's mind--especially his own In 2002 he lost lus daughter
after she failed to come out of a drug-overdose-induced coma Already frustrated with the
Senste's endless maneuvenng over minutiae, he decided to retire at age 60 only two
months later and change his ife In June of that year he marned hus second wife, Jen (his
first mamage at age 17 ended amicably in divorce in 1985). In 2003 they had therr first
child (a second was born last November)
"Within the space of a year and a half, I expenenced the ultmate tragedy and the ultmate
happiness,” Mr Thompson sighs "I count my blessings, and I have a real focused sense of
purpose now "
That bnngs us to some of the knocks cntics have about his possible parachute drop into the
"Survivor 2008" competition Bluntly put, Fred Thompson had a reputation for being lazy in
wanting to do the pohitical chores that come with office People openly question If he has
"the fire 1n the belly” to really make a senous race.
"They used to say I moved siowly,” he chuckies "But I move deliberately I won every one
of my races by more than 20 points in a state Clinton carned twice *
But what about his well-known reputation for dating up a storm as a bachelor senator in
Washington in the 1990s? "I plead guiity,” he says "But everyone I knew is still a fnend,
and if somehow they aren't I guess we'd hear about it I'm happy with my ife partner and
children now *

———e———
On issues, he addresses head-on the major complaints conservatives have about his record
He was largely stymred in his 1997 investigation of both Clinton-Gore and GOP campaign
fund-raising abuses* Key witnesses declined to testify or fled the country, though evidence
eventually surfaced of a Chinese plan to influence U S politics He won't argue with those
who say he showed "naiveté” about how he would be stonewalled in his investigation He
says he's wiser now
Many on the nght remain angry he supported the campaign finance law sponsored by his
fnend John McCain "There are problems with peopla gving politicans large sums of money
and then asking them to pass legisiation,” Mr Thompson says Still, he notes he proposed
the amendment to raise the $1,000 per person "hard money” federal contnibution himit
Conceding that McCain-Feingoid hasn't worked as intended, and 1s being nddled with new
loopholes, he throws his hands open in exasperation “I'm not prepared to go there yet, but
I wonder iIf we shouldn't just take off the imits and have full disclosure with harsh penaltes
for not reporting everything on the Internet immedsately *
Mr Thompson has aiso been cnticized for failing to back some comprehensive tort-reform
bilis because of his background as a tnial lawyer Here he insists his stance was based on
grounds of federaism “"I'm consistent. I address Federalist Society meetings,” he says,
noting that more issues should be left to the states For example, he cast the lonely "nay” in
99-1 votes against a national 0 8% blood alcohol level for dnivers, a federal law banning
guns in schools, and a measure himiting the tort iability of Good Samantans "Washington
overreaches, and by doing 8o ends up not doing well the basics people really care about *
Think Katnna and Walter Reed
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Indeed, the federal government's inability to function effectively would likely be a magor
theme of any Thompson campaign "Audits have shown we've lost control of the waste and
mismanagement In our most important agencies It's getting so bad it's affecting our
national secunty "

e——smman——
Mr Thompson says that while a senator he was long concerned with U S intelligence
failures "The CIA has better politicans than it has spies,” he says, refernng to the
internecine turf wars that have been a feature of the Bush administration
A key problem, Mr Thompson notes, 1s a general lack of accountability in government,
where no one pays any pnce for fallure When asked about President Bush's awarding the
Medal of Freedom to outgoing CIA Director George Tenet after U S inteliigence failures in
Iraq became apparent, he shakes his head "I just didn't understand that *
The next president, according to Mr Thompson, needs to exercise strong leadership “and
get down in the weeds and fix a avil-service system that makes it too hard to hire good
employees and too hard to fire bad ones " He doesn't offer specifics on what to do, but
notes the "insanity" of the new Congress pushing for the uniomzation of homeland secunty
empioyees only five years after it rejected the notion in the wake of 9/11 "Should we tie
ourselves up in bureaucratic knots with the challenges we may have to face?" he asks in
wonderment
The challenges, he says, are numerous On Iraq, he admits "we are left with nothing but
bad choices " However, he says the "worst choice® would be to have Osama bin Laden
proven nght when he predictad Amenca wouldn't have the stomach for a tough fight The
costs of Iraq have been high, but they could be even higher "if we have another stain on
Amenca like that infamous scene from Saigon 1975 in which our helicopters took off leaving
those who supported us grabbing at the landing skids *
Mr Thompson s especally womed about nuciear proliferation He serves as chairman of
the International Secunty Advisory Board, along with former Clinton CIA Director Jim
Woolsey and former Democratic Sen Chuck Robb The board recently recerved an
unciassified bnefing that convinced him three or four countnes in the Middie East are "on
the cusp” of acquinng nuciear weapons should the Iranians carry through with their own
weapons program
He urges continued pressure on Iran, which he says has grave domestic problems “Iran
may fall of its own weight, and we can help that by offening vocal support to dissident
groups and making effective use of the airwaves to reach its people *
On domestic issues, Mr. Thompson says a major reason Republicans lost last November was
that they aided and abetted runaway government spending. Yet Democrats, he contends,
are incapable of following through on their pledges to be fiscally prudent "Their political
coalition needs more revenue like a car requires gasoline,” he laughs "Reagan showed what
can be done if you have the will to push for tough choices and the ability to ask the people
to accept them "
But Mr Thompson says those tough choices shouldn't include the tax increases
contempiated in the new budget released by Senate Democrats this week "The phony static
accounting the government uses has obscured just how successful the 2003 tax cuts have
been in boosting the economy,” he says "Lower marginal tax rates have proven to be a key
to prospenty now by Kennedy, Reagan and Bush It's time millionaires serving in the Senate
learned not to overly tax other people trying to get wealthy *
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I note that despite his humble background as the grandson of a sharecropper and son of a
used-car salesman, Mr Thompson himself i1s now quite wealthy So how would he campaign
against Democratic milhonaires he used to serve in the Senate with, such as Hillary Clinton
or John Edwards? He smiles and says he has plenty of zingers and points he would make
but it's premature to discuss them
Mr Thompson says he can compete with Democrats in talking plainly about the anxiety
many Amenicans have about the economy, despite good macro numbers “"Someone who is
18 today may well have 10 employers in thesr career,” he says "That's compietely different
from how their parents ived I would address that insecunty and help people adapt without
shooting ourseives in the foot with protectionism and income redistnbution I had 10
employers before 1 finished law school *
———

Fred Thompson clearly hasnt decided whether to run for president, and he underestimates
just how much the traditional fund-raising he disdains may be necassary for tus long-shot
campaign. But he has assets that add up to an impressive portfolio
As Republican counsel in the Watergate heanngs, he began buiiding a reputation as a
straight-gshooter It was he who asked the question that forced a White House deputy to
admit that Richard Nixon had secretly recorded his Oval Office conversations.
Later in the 1970s he playad a key role in exposing a Tennessee cash-for-pardons scandal,
his acting career began when he won the part of playing humseilf in the 1985 movie version
of the story. Today, his national exposure s greater than ever with a dozen of his movies
playing as TV repeats All of thuis month he s substituting for radio legend Paul Harvey,
whose show s heard on more than 1,200 stations.
Indeed, it 1s his need to wake up at 5 a m. the next moming, $0 he can tape three Harvey
segments before returning to the "Law and Order” set for a long day of shooting, that
prompts Mr Thompson to close out our chat "With my current schedule I might have more
time to myself if I gave all this up and did start a campaign,” he says as he dons a sports
coat and heads for his car
So many voters remain unsoid on any of the current GOP contenders that Mr Thompson
Just might trade his TV sound stage for a campaign microphone As this is the first truly
open Republican nomimnation fight in decades, the party might as well revel in the
competition it claims to chensh in other parts of life
Mr Fund 1s a columnist for OpionJournal com

Copyright © 2007 Dow Jones & Company, Inc All Rights Reserved
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USA Today
March 30, 2007
NewPolitics
Chuck Rassch

Is Fred Thompson about ready to lay down the ‘Law and Order”

WASHINGTON — Fred Thompson's surpnising third-place showing tn the latest USA TODAY-
Gallup Poll 1s cestamly s reflection of mak-and-file Republicans' unease sbout the declared GOP
candidates But it also provides inaght mto the show-biz requirements of a successful modern
candidate

‘Thompson, who has oscillated between the politicsl and entertamnment culture for 35 years,

pemonsfies that cross-cultural appeal more than any Republican now 1 the fied Sumply put,
Amencans hike a little rock star 1n their pressdential candidates (See Barack Obama)

The question 18 whether a few polls and some Intemet buzz 15 enough to entice a 64-year-old man
with two children under age four and a successful career on NBC's Law and Onder seties to jump into
an 18-month meat gnnder toward the pressdency

Because he has name identification and friends 1 both the political and entertainment world, he
probably could wast until summer to decide, especally if some of the GOP front-runners continue
to shde Sen John McCam, R-Anz , continues to do reasonably well in polls but saud recently he got
8 late start on fundrasing Translation His first-quarter 2007 numbers might not be so good
Former Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney shipped to just 3% m the receat USA TODAY poll
Front-runner Rudy Gauliam continues to lead 1 GOP polls, but hs support fell 13 pomnts in a
month in that poll that included Thompeon, and Gmuliam continues to face questions sbout hus
support of abortion nghts, gay nghts and gua control Thompeon, s tower of & man, has pleyed
virtually evety kund of government authonty figurc, from FBI director on down, in mare than s
dozen movies He plays & law-and-order district sttomey on "Law and Order " Before being elected
to the US Senate from Tenncesee m 1994, he was 2 Republican lawyer on the Watergate committee
and then went mto acting He 13 well thought of ss 2 movement conservative, though his support of
campaign finance reform puts hum at cross purposes with right-wing activist organizations that don't
bke the restrictions on third-party advertising 10 federsl campaigns

Evangelist James Dobson, who has taken 1t upon himself to pass judgment on & sumber of GOP
wannabes, told US News and Wosld Report recently he dudn't think Thompeon was a Christian

Thompeon's spokesman Martk Corllo disputed that, ssymng he was 2 member of the Church of
Chnst
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Consllo told Gannett News Service that the USA TODAY-Gallup Poll, which showed Thompson at
12%, caught the ex-Tennessee senator’s attention

"He saxd 1t's just one more thing to think about,” Cosallo told GNS "There's no doubt it caught his
eye No doubt it caught all of our eyes 1 was bowled over "

The poll, which was taken March 23-25, mdicated that 2 lot of Thompson's support was commg
from Gmbam and Romney McCain's support was roughly equal to what it had been 1 a poll the
first week of March, going up from 20% to 22% But Gmliam dropped 13 pomts, to 31%, and
Romney dropped 5 to just 3% Romney nsks becoming this cycle's Lamar Alexander — an ex-

govesnor with an impressive resume, polished public style and robust medua, but a candidate who
ulnmtdyhhmcm:hon

Hodding Carter III, who advised Jimmy Carter 1n the 1976 campaign and 1s an expert on Southern
politicians, sasd he believes Thompeon 13 "blessed” with the kind of exposure that other candudates

have to spend months, even years, building

"The sucker 1s out there making movies and television, a constant presence who has a polhitical
background on seversl grounds,” Hodding Caster saxd "He has about two full genemstions of name
recognition among people who are m the (politscal) business, first as Watergate minority counsel and
then as Republican activist And then as movie and television star "

Carter continued "I think if there 13 any kind of gndiock in the sense of these eachier months (in the
GOP pumary), 2 lot of people are going to be looking for the breakout fellow And he 1s more likely
the breskout fellow, a hittle more like the guy McCamn was last time (in 2000) "

Is Thompeon gong to run?®
"My sense 13 he 13 seniously considening st No other way to put st,” Corallo saxd Here's another mgn

that Thompeon 1s on the move His wife Jen, s former GOP PR openstive, has been dusting off her
old politsical reporter contacts hst
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Exhubit 6
Thompson's pre-decision tour confinues The Tennessean (Nashwille, Tennessee) April 18, 2007
Wednesday
Copynght 2007 The Tennessean

All Rights Reserved
The Tennessean (Nashville, Tennessee)

Apnl 18, 2007 Wednesday
PRINT Edition

SECTION: NEWS, Pg 3A

LENGTH: 376 words

HEADLINE: Thompson's pre-decision tour continues

BYLINE: BILL THEOBALD {dcidc}Contact Bill Theobald at wibeobal@gns gannett com
BODY:

Tennessesn Washington Bureau

{}WASHINGTON &mdash, When actor and former Sen Fred Thompson first said in a
television interview March 11 that he was "giving some thought” to running for premdent, it
sounded almost casual

Since then, however, Thompson and hus supporters have conducted a methodical
campmgn, which continues today with a tnp to Capitol Hall to meet with Republican House
members who are mnterested 1n hus potential candidacy

Rep Zach Wamp, R-Tenn , one of those pushing a Thompson run, arranged for the meeting at
ﬁeMomqumblmClubofCupmlHﬂI

He smd 60 Repubhicans expressed interest in meeting Thompson, and he expects at least 40 will

{}Conservatives favor lum

"The people that are most motivated and excited are the conservatives,” Wamp said The top two
announced GOP candidates, former New York Mayor Rudolph Giuham and Anzona Sen John
McCaun, are not favored by conservatives because of therr views on social 1ssues
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*They are looking st the current field and saymng, 'No onc here excites me, and Fred Thompson
excites me," " Wamp sud "They also think he may transcend the party,” which means Thompson
could attract independents and some Democrats, he smd

Thompson "wants to make sure he has heard from as many people as he can” before making a
decision, said his spokesman Mark Corallo

"He wants to talk about the future of the party and the future of the (conservative) political
movement,” Corallo saxd

Wamp dismisses those who szy Thompson 1s warting too long to get into the presidential race "1
think the campasgn started too early People are not only goimng to be tired of politics, they are
going to be tired of these poople (the other candidates),” he sad

{}He uses medsa sklls

That Thompson 1s using the medsa sinlls and strategy mastered during hus political and
entertainment careers can clearly be seen 1n the weeks after he told Chns Wallace on Fox News
that he was "going to leave the door open” to a run

Thompson's name began appeanng mn political gossip columns, and most major newspapers have
written stories about hum

memFmMMmeMMMMMWm

Contact Bill Theobald at wtheobal@gns gannett com
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The Politico
F Thompson mulling summer decasion
Mike Allen

May 1, 2007 06 58 AM EST

Advisers to Fred Thompson have begun exploning 2 range of staffing options — including miking to
poteatml campaign managers - as the actor and former Tennessee senator firms up his plans to
m&ekquunnpudnulmmswpwphmdndmdnmm
‘Thompson has not made a final decision but is on track to be ready to announce his candwdacy
June ot July, his advisers say Thompson has already been polling better than some of the
snnounced GOP canddates, and his entry would shake up s field that has left many Republican
fasthful dwsatsfied

Thompeon also has begun moculanng himself agamst potential attacks from nivals Durng &
question-and-answes session with House members on Apnl 18, Thompson was asked about his
colorful dating history from 1985 to 2002, while he was divorced

Politico com 13 co-host of the Republican presudential debate on May 3rd, and candsdates will be
saswenng our readers’ favonite questions

*I was single for a long time, and, yep, I chased & lot of women," Thompeon rephed, chuckhng,
sccoeding to an sttendee who took notes "And s lot of women chased me And those that chased
me tended to catch me *

The remark drew laughter from men and grins from women, according to witnesses Saxd Mask
Conallo, 2 spokesman for Thompson, when asked sbout his boss's allcged comments "Fred went up
to the Hill to have a setious and open discussion He answered every question, including the
personal ones The folks that heard hus answers were touched by them I don't think any of the

members of Congress ot the Amenican people are concemed about the dating habits of 2 single
ml

At the Capatol Hill Club session, most of the 63 House members implored Thompson to run,
although some were spies for nival campagns During the dsscussion about his past, Thompson saxd
he bad recently spoken to hus ex-wife, Sarah, snd said she would campaign for ham He also spoke
lovingly sbout his "partner for life,” his wife, Jen, and thesr two small children

Thompseon saud his operatives had run scross other campasgns doing opposition research on his
personal hfe "1 guess they thought they were going to deter me, and you can see what kind of effect
that's had,” he sad, according to the attendee who took notes

Thompeon, his wife and advisers 1 Washington and Teanessee also are drawing up plans for a new
style of campaign that would rely heavily on technology snd his celebaty status to avoud some of the
wmw&emmlmmdeHqum-mnymndofWhmHm

The advisers say Thompson, who plays Dastrict Attormey Arthur Branch on NBC's "Law & Order,”
1s researching ways to use technology — including the Web, vaideocoaferences and telecoaferences —
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to harness the enthusiasm for his candidacy among grass-roots bloggers and activists The campagn
also would rely on large events, such s those that have 1 part supplanted country-store
campaigning for some 1n the Democatic field

"Well-known candidates can do things a hittle differently,” explamed one adviser "You show up,
you're accessible, but you doa't have to go to every county sest several tunes *

Ongnally, the sdea of & late-start campasgn for Thompson looked like something of a lark, but the
phantom candidacy 1 accelerating "The question 18 Can he do 1t the way he wants to do st*” saxd

another petson helping plan the potential campaign "With each passing day, he sealizes that the
answes 1s yes "

When asked by the Weekly Standard sbout his Socal Secunty plan, Thompson gave the teasing
gesponse "T'll roll that out at the appropnate time " This month, HBO 1s putting significant
promotion dollars behind "Bury My Heart st Wounded Kaee," which features Thompson as
Presudent Ulysses Gmant, complete with Oval Office scenes Thompson wins & new strsw poll just
sbout every weekend and has a heavy spnng speaking schedule

Thompson disclosed several weeks ago that he suffers from lymphomas, after keeptng 1t secret for
theee years His doctor saxd Thompson 1s 1n remission

Thompeon 1s even mapping out an issues menu heavy on nstional secunty, including restramning
auclear proliferation He plans to say that fixing Socml Secunity and Medicare for the baby boomers
13 & more urgent problem than global warming, and he plans to speak frankly about the need for
sacafice 1n onder to fix those programs

On Frday, he'll have his political coming out (but won't announce) at the annual dinnee of the
Lincoln Club of Omnge County, Cabf,, 2 boolang in the heart of Reagan country that declared GOP
presidential aspirants sought sggressively

So just how peactical 1s 2 low-tmpact presidential campaign? Thompeon's floundering campaign for
Senate 1n Tennessee took off after he got his red psckap truck, and now he wants to bong & mmlar
dash of showmanship to the '08 sace "Because of his name ID, he doesn't have to go diner to dmner
and church to church,” said one adviser

On the day Thompson revesled he has cancer, he hmted st san unorthodox bineprint when he sasd
that he thinks 1t's possible to jom the fiekd without sbendoning his faruly

"Going on the road for months at a timc, and foe all practical putposes, just checking [in] every once
m a while, I woulda't do that," he told Fox's Nesl Cavuto "I don't thiok st has to be done that way 1

know people will expect that of everyone - to run frenencally around for years And I don't do
frenetic very well *

T™ & © THE POLITICO & POLITICO COM, a division of Allbritton Communications
Company
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Exhibit 8

Interview With Fred Thompson Fox News Network May 1, 2007 Tuesday

Copynght 2007 Fox News Network, LLC
Fox News Network

SHOW: FOX HANNITY & CO 9 00 PM EST

May 1, 2007 Tuesday
TRANSCRIPT: 050101cb 253
SECTION: NEWS, Domestic
LENGTH: 2669 words
HEADLINE: Interview With Fred Thompson
BYLINE: Sean Hannity, Alan Colmes
GUESTS: Fred Thompson
BODY:

SEAN HANNITY, CO-HOST And welcome to "Hannity & Colmes * Thank you for bemng with
us I'm Sean Hanmity

Coming up tonught, the president vetoes the Democrats' retreat from Iraq Dick Moms will be
here with analyms

ALAN COLMES, CO-HOST And then you heard Imus’ producer call Al Sharpton a terronst
nght here on "Hannity & Colmes " Tomght, Al Sharpton 1s here to respond, and 1t's going to get
very hvely

HANNITY First, our top story tomght His polling numbers are impressive He has become one
of the most talked-about conservatives 1n the race for the White House in '08, and he hasn't even
announced he's nnmng Now, a short time ago, I spoke exclusively with former Senator Fred
Thompson about his potential run for the White House

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

HANNITY Here's the headline today m one of the newspapers "Opponents Want Dirt on
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HANNITY Does it worry you to see the pressdency under such fire? In other words, the
country’s so divided, that the president 13 called all these names on a regular basis? I've got to
think, you know, considering you want that position, that that's something n the back of your
head that you — you know, with that job, comes a lot of scrutiny and a lot of criticism and could
be a pretty lonely position up there

THOMPSON Well, sure, sure But 1t naturally 13 1n the back of your head, but that's where you
ought to keep 1t I mean, 1f that's your pnmary motivation, to avord criicism, and get a real good
sleep every single mght, then you ought to find another line of work, because 1t's not going to
come with that

But contrast that to what we're talking about here Contrast that with the opportunity to do
sometiung about it here, and to start afresh, and to be able to go to the Amencan people and say,
*Look, we're 1n a different tme now We're in a different era We're faced with things we've
never been faced with before, but we can do the things that we've always done before in times of
cnsis and come out of this one, too *

But we've got to do things better We've got to be more honest with ourselves about our
mustakes, and then we'll hrtch up our bnitches and do what we've always done, and that i1s come
out on the other end together

You know, we won the Cold War with Democrats and Republicans together That's the way

we're gomng to have 10 operate m the future, 1 think, and with regard to the challenges that we
face And, hopefully, once we get on down the road a little bit, cooler heads will prevail, and
msaybe some new leadership 1n the Congress, and we can do a better job

HANNITY The biggest battle we have 13 this war on terror, thus battie in Iraq We bave a really
deep divide 1n the country Senator Reid says the war 15 lost We still have to finish the job there
Where do you stand m general on the war on terror and, more specifically, m Irag, and on the
divide surrounding Iraq?

THOMPSON Well, let's talk about Senator Rexd for a moment Right before I came over bere, I
was siting outside, getting a bite to eat, before we did our mterview A young woman came up
and asked 1f she could sit down and talk to me a munute Her name was Koeller (ph) She worked
over at Morgan Stanley, but she had gone to West Pomt, and she had been a captan in the Army,
and she was at the DMZ 1 South Korea at the ttme of 9/11

I asked her what she thought about thus She said, "How i the world can anyone, any one of our
leaders, declare war, declare that the war has been lost when we've got troops mn the field? My
friends are over there in the field 1 know what they think about ths "

And, of course, 1t's just hike all other Amenicans think The very 1dea that they would do this and
undercut our efforts over there 1s unprecedented And it's not only unprecedented, it's awful

We should not be fearful of these people politically We just need to concentrate on what's nght
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What 1s night? We need to take advantage of any opportunity we've got down there I've got a lot
of fusth m Petracus I knew hum when he was at Fort Campbell when I was in the Senate He tells
me we've got a shot? We've got to take that shot

We also have 1o keep 1n mund, though, there's going to be a day after Iraq And whether we leave
there under our own terms or not, 1t's still going to be a very dangerous world If we leave there

under bad circumstances, we're going to have a haven down there for terronsts The whole area,
I'm afrmid, will become nucleanzed

The Sunmi countries are looking at what Iran 18 doing And 1f we can't help with stability n that
part of the world, they're gong to help themselves, and they're going to go nuclesr, mn terms of
weaponry and the amlity to counteract what Iran's doing The whole region 1s up for grabs

HANNITY And how do we deal with that? We've got the short-term problem of Harry Read
We've got the political problem Harry Reid says we lost We've got to win 1 Iraq Then you
have the possibility of the two things you mentioned earlier You combine Islanuc fanaticism
and nuclear technology, and you've got a guy, Ahmadinejad, to add to the equation that wants to
wipe Israel off the map You're presudent of the United States, that's a big burden to have on your
shoulders

THOMPSON Of course 1t 13, but 1t's the number-one challenge of this century and wll be for a
long me And all these other thungs, all these other 1ssues are important at different levels Tius
overwhelms everything else

And our nstion has to have a strong deterrent Some of these terronsts might or mght not be able
to be traced back But these countnes that are supplying them should know we have the ability to
do a pretty doggone good job of tracing their activities back Strong deterrent, much better
intelhigence

Then we've got to enforce our borders We have Al Qaeda out there, we know, trying to get
nuclear weapons We have 40 countnies that have fissile matenal that a lot of 1t — that could
maks & bomb A lot of it goes unguarded We have porous ports and borders Now, 1t doesa't
take a gentus to put all that together and see what kand of a challenge this country has

HANNITY You came out publicly You disclosed you had lymphoma What's the status of that?
How tough 1s that? And how big 1s that of a consideration for you, as you make this decision?

THOMPSON Personally, 1t's a total non-factor My farmly 18 more important to me and my own
bealth 13 more mportant to me than any polihical campagn, I assure you, even this one For me,
it's a non- fiactor, because that's what my doctors have told me, that 1t's one of those things that
you can continue on with for years and 1t's totally manageable

I've never had an hour of symptoms, erther from the disease or treatment, than I had when I took
some treatment So I go on about my busmess, but I thought it was important to Iy 1t out for the
Amernican people, because they deserve to know that Other politicaans, of course, have had

simular problems But mine was undisclosed I didn't try to keep it secret, necessanily I'm justa
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private person, to the extent that I can be
(END VIDEOTAPE)

HANNITY All nght, more of my exclusive mterview with Senator Fred Thompson coming up
after the bresk

And still to come tonght, Presudent Bush vetoes the Iraq war spending bill after Democrats
refuse to remove a deadline for troop withdrawal Dick Moms will be here with analysis, as
Congress goes back to the drawmg board

And Reverend Al, with reaction from our big debate at the National Action Network Conference
That's the one I won

And also, Elizabeth and Rosie get into a heated battle over the Iraq war debate, all coming up,
strught ahead

COLMES We now continue with Sean's exclusive interview with former Senator Fred
Thompson

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

HANNITY Should you become the Republican nominee for pressdent, although the polls are

shifting — 1t's not going to be the coronation, perhaps, that Hillary Clhinton thought it was going
to be — but you may very well find yourself up against Hillary Chinton What do you thunk of

her? What do you think of Barack Obama?

THOMPSON Sean, I really want to take, agan, the luxury of not getting into that nght now
HANNITY Not even a httle shot?

(LAUGHTER)

I'm kidding

THOMPSON Don't tempt me No, I'm going to - you know, there 13, what, eight months to the
first prxmary?

HANNITY It's all over February 5th, pretty much

THOMPSON Well, yes, but, look, that's still a long ttme If you can't get your message out there
and deal with these things, then I think

HANNITY Well, let's deal with the people that — your immediate competition You talked
about Senator McCamn Rudy Giulian: 15 tops 1n most of the polls we read now, although you're
doing well for somebody that's not mn the race I'm sure you're probably following some of these
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THOMPSON You know, I'd be more likely to talk about the Democrats than I would the
Republicans

HANNITY Oh, so you're striking me out on that one?

THOMPSON Let me try to be responsive to your question As fir as the Democrats, they are
atdhenng, to the extent they can, to the most left- wing element of their base You know,
MoveOn org and those folks are running the Democratic Party And they're taking extrermst
positions and doing extrenust things Harry Reid 1s doing things that I think the Amenican people
are going to reject

They're as near to mvesting 1n defeat of thesr own country as anything I've ever seen And I don't
think the American people will forgive them for that

So they're going through that exercise And let's yust let them go Let's just give them a little rope

and see what they do Our name-calling and carping on them nght now 18 kind of wasted effort,
as far as I'm concemned

HANNITY Let me focus on what you just saxd They're as close to investing 1n defeat?
THOMPSON Yes

HANNITY That's a pretty severe charge But, I mean, if you say we lost in Iraq

THOMPSON Well, when you say here 15 the funding, but I yust want you to know you've
already lost, here 13 the hife raft, but you're going to drown, then you sit back, as a politician, as
Mmﬁruhm@budﬂ’%ummﬂ’%:smhm&umm
thungs go on

I know that they don't want to see our young people come to bad end 1n theur heart of hearts, but
look at the position that they're putting themselves in When you get out there 1n the nuddle of
this - and we're trying, 1t might be a last-ditch effort, to turn tius thmg around s0 we can have
some stability 1o give those people a shot down there before we leave, and announcing — what
use 1s that? What good 1s that? What purpose 1s that? Except, as they say, later on, we're going to
pick up Senate seats because of this My goodness I mean, where have we come to mn this

HANNITY Do you think there has to be a certain destiny to becoming president of the United
States? [ mean, 1n other words, you could put yourself m the arena You could put yourself out
there You buld up your resume to get to the pomt where you could even consider this You've

been a senator We know your long career But does 1t have to be a certain sense of that tius was
meant to be for you? Do you feel that?

THOMPSON Sean, that sounds a httle bit for more than I'd like to say, further than I'd like to
go But I know what you're ssymng
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Thompson Combing Public Records Looking for Dt "

FRED THOMPSON, ACTOR AND FORMER SENATOR Well, that's the advantage of having
lived the perfect hife, Sean, when you read things like that Now, that's part of the deal anymore,
as you know I thought 1t may have been a little early 1 thought it might have come from the
Democrats mstead of Republicans But that's the way 1t 1s nowadays | mean, we're already
accustomed to that

Somebody called up my wife a winle back, smd 1t was one of her old boyfriends, and saad that he
had something on her from when she was 16 years old Of course, it wasn't any old boyfriend
But, anyway, told a campagn official of ours who's helping us out, a helper, and smid,
*Thompson couldn't run because of this * And if they're doing that with regard to her, I can only
mmagne what they're going to do as far as I'm concerned

But, you know, it's kind of like gnats swarnung around the war horse, you know? They aggravate
you sometimes, but 1n the end not that important

HANNITY That's your attitude about 1t, m the end?
THOMPSON Yes

HANNITY They specifically were going afier public records, but all of the stuff Are you
prepared for that? I mesn, obviously, this 1s the day and age of YouTube, and cell phones, and
everyone has got cameras and tapes, and gotcha Do you think about that, as you go through this?

THOMPSON Well, sure, sure You know that, and you hive with that, and that's what 1t's come
to That's why Amencans are sick to death of politics and most politicians, because that's what
we do to each other That's what we do with our friends Now you can imagme what 1t's gomg to
be like m the general election

HANNITY How do you know these are Republicans?

THOMPSON But you don't let thst dissuade you Well, I could be wrong 1 mean, I don't flstter
myself enough to thmk that the Democrats nght now are focusing m on me If I'm wrong about,
then I'm hughly fisttered But that can't deter you

HANNITY Bnng us mnside the Thompson mind, 1n terms of what's going on inside of your
mnd, as you make tins decision about whether or not you want to get 1n this race and run for
president What are you thinking about?

THOMPSON Well, obviously, there's some practical things, some contractual things that I'm
doing There's some famuly conmiderations You don't change on a dime You think you're going
this direction with your family, and your life, and you're going another direction You take some
ttme I'm taking this tme I'm talking to some of the smartest people, I think, 1n the country,
about some things that are very important to me
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I put 1t a different way Maybe 1t's the same sort of thing, that, in my case, I think the man has to
meet the times I'm not sure that I was ready for this before I'm not sure — well, [ know the times
were not the way they are now

But there's something gomg on out there, and 1t's sometiung different I thunk 1t has to do with
people's perception of all things Washington, for one thing 1 think people are concemed about
whether or not this greatest nation maybe 1s beginning to go like all the rest and start n decline a
Irttle but

There's been a tremendous response to me Maybe 1t's because of what 1 represent, I like to think
that 1t 1s Maybe it's because I can look people 1n the eye and tell them what I'm thinlang, and
they know that, at least, that's what I'm thinking, whether they agree with me or not

Certain doors have opened to me, from time to tme 1 my life I've not beaten down many of
them, but oftentimes I walk through, and they've always worked out well People say, 18 there the
fire 1n the belly? 'm kind of a slow-moving, slow-talking kind of guy, a lot of imes I enjoy hife,
and I enjoy a good lsugh

The only two elections I've ever run, I've won And I won back home with greater margins than
anybody else i the hustory - greater numbers than anybody else in the lustory of Tennessee So
I've been able to sense, I think, when the ime was nght And I wouldn't call that destiny That
may be a little heavy But I do sense that there's something different and special gomng on out 1n
the country nght now, and I may be able to answer that call

HANNITY Senator, thank you for being with us Good to see you

THOMPSON Thank you Appreciate it

HANNITY Thank you very much

(END VIDEOTAPE)

COLMES And coming up, Joe Biden takes the bull by the horns and 1ssues a direct challenge to
Premident Bush We'll play you the unbelievable tape

And last week, we brought you the first exclusive interview with Don Imus’ producer, Berme
McGuirk And tomght, the hard-up Al Sharpton responds You don't want to muss that, coming
up on "Hannity & Colmes "




EE U BN BN BN B ou on o mm oy Gd'wl ik on o == ww =

Exhibit 9

THOMPSON REFUSES TO RUSH DECISION St Petersburg Tsmes (Florida) May 11, 2007
Frday

Copynght 2007 Tunes Publishmg Company
All Rights Reserved

St Petersburg Times (Flonda)

May 11, 2007 Friday
4 State / Suncoast Edrtion

SECTION: LOCAL & STATE, Pg 3B

LENGTH: 305 words

HEADLINE: THOMPSON REFUSES TO RUSH DECISION
BYLINE: BILL VARIAN, Times Staff Wniter

DATELINE: TAMPA

BODY:

Fred Thompson says he's 1n no hurry to decide whether to run for president, even as lus potental
opponents traverse the country raising mullions m campaign money

But he acknowledged that, with Flonda's earhier Jan 29 pnmary, the Sunshine State will play a
more critical role than ever 1n determuming who wins the Republican ticket

The former Tennessee senator, who now plays a prosecutor on television's Law & Order, was 1n
Tampe Thursday mght addressing the Hillshorough County Bar Association Foundation 1n an
event that was closed to reporters It had been scheduled before there was public talk of a
presidential bad

He spoke briefly to a trio of reporters before the event

Thompson said he believes he has plenty of time to get lus message out if he runs

"I thmk campaigns are too long,” he smd "You don't need to be runming for years and rmsing
millions and mulhons of dollars *

Thompson saud he will base his decision not on the other candidates, but on whether he thinks he
13 man for the job
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These times requure that the country move 1n a "different and better” direction, he said The
federal government 13 dysfunctional, marked by squabbling and mn need of someone who can get
people behind hum

Moreover, he said government agencies don't work together, their computers can't share
information, critical audits point out alarming shortcomings, borders aren't being adequately
moﬂed.ponwzomﬁmlmdmdmﬂm“msﬁumm

Asked about creating a catastrophic fund to buffer property owners from nsing insurance costs,
Tbomplonh said, "That's Flonda's 1ssue " He said he hasn't looked mnto it, but mught if he decides
to run for president

Times researcher John Martin contributed to this report Bill Vanan can be reached at (813) 226-
3387 or vanan@sptunes com

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, Associated Press Actor and former US Sen Fred Thompson says
campaigns are gethng too long and costly
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Exhubit 10

Many Signs Pount to Thompson Candudacy
May 23 03 30 AM US/Eastem

By LIZ SIDOTI
Associated Press Water

WASHINGTON (AP) - There was a time when Fred Thompson suggested that he couldn't see
himself running for office agun "For me, the George Washmgton example of serving eight yeats
and nding out of town on a horse and never returning has great appeal,” the Tennessee

saxd 1 the twilight of hus eght-year Senate career Now, five yeats later, he 13 2 well-known TV actor
who finds himself on the verge of a real-life pressdential bud, seemingly recruited by activasts hungty
for someoae to fill what they sec as 2 conservative vosd among the top-tiec GOP hopefuls
Numerous signs potat to 2 Thompsoa candidacy, and & summertime announcement is widely
expected, although people close to him caution that he has not made s final deczsion about running
Never mind that he bascally alveady 1

Thompeon 1s hinng staff, speaking to consetvative groups, wating online columns on topics of the
day and staking out positions on sssues like the Senate ;mmigration overhaul He also 15 testing his
patch on the Internet

"It's important to the future of this country that (Republicans) have somebody that can win m
November," Thompson saud 10 a recent onhine mterview "People are looking for somebody who
can talk strasght to them That's what I hope I bang to bea "

His expected entrance 1nto the already crowded GOP field could dramatically shake up the wide-
open tace but it's unclesr who among the strongest contenders, Rudy Glisai, John McCan and
Mistt Romney, would be affected the most

Not yet a full-fledged candidate, Thompeon has found himself competitive with them mn national
populanty polls That's likely due 1a part to his acting role as district attorney Arthur Branch on
NBC's popular drams "Law & Order "

Conservatives who make up & big part of the GOP base have found fault with Gmubam, McCam and
Romney for vatying reasons and for months now have been searching for a candidate to embeace
Thompseon's backers bull him as the perfect person—the one truly conservative candidate m the
mold of Ronald Resgan who can beat the Democmatic nomunee i November 2008 Rep Zach
Wamp of Teanessee called Thompeon "naturlly conservative with s down-home sense of bumor
and a confidence about who he 1 *

In the Senate, Thompeon was considered s relunbly conservative vote The Amencan Conservative
Union gave hum & lifetime rating of 86 out of 100 He fiercely backed the Iraq war, worked to homut
the fedenal government's role, supported banning a late-term sbortion procedure, and voted for
Preaudent Bush's tax cuts

But he sometimes took paths that didn't necessanly sit well with conservatives, including sdvocating
for campasgn finance reform He also was one of four senators who backed underdog McCan 1n
2000 over George W Bush, the estabishment candidate Socil sssues, smportant to the party’s night-
flank, also typically weren't at the top of lus agenda

Yet, some may be willing to look past those 1ssues

"Theze are plenty of people standing on the sidelines wasting for Thompson to get 1n the race, and of
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he doesn't, they're going to stay on the sidelines,” saxd Greg Carson, the GOP chanman m New

Hampshre's Rockingham County

Added Robin Malmberg, his counterpart in Henry County, Iowa "Penonllly I'm still waiting for

the one that just tells st like it 13 So my curiostty 1s piqued with Thompsoa "

The Thompson presdential talk started eardy this year with s Tennessce-based dmft effort His instial

flartation with the dea quickly became 2 calculated march First, he announced he 1s 1 remussion

from non-Hodglm's lymphoma, s form of cancer Then, he met with lswmakers on Capitol Hill and

gave speeches to conservative organzations Now, he's building a campaign organizstion, tapping

former Resgan and Bush ades for sentor posts

Late to the game by months, Thompson faces several challenges, not the least of which would be

tumning strong buzz oa the Intemet and some support :n Washimgton 10to actual votes 1n GOP
contests

"Fred has the most spontaneous support than anyone 1n the last 40 years," saxd an undeterred Sen

Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn

Perhaps

But he still lags the declared candidates n fundeasing by multrmillions and he also will bave to
counter the perception, m Washington at least, that he doesn't have the passion to run for president
His backers dwspute that notton and ssy money won't be & problem given Thompson's Hollywood
tes and Tennessee netwock

Then there ate Iows, New Hampshire, South Carolina and other estly pnmary voting states, where
Thompson's nvals have spent months building campaign organzations and cousting gtass-roots
Gaven that dupanty, Thompson has mndicated that he would not run a teaditsonal campaign Already,
much of his gecent activity has been on the Internet, an indication of the direction he may be
beaded

Last week, he went online to put the smack down on lefty Michael Moote after the two sparred over
the producer’s movie "Sacko,” which depacts Sept 11 suzvavors secking medical care in Cuba

In an onhne vadeo, Thompeon puffed on & cigar as he ast mn & leather desk chatr and reminded
Mooze that the Cuban govermnment once put 2 documentary filmmsker m 2 mental mstitution

"Mental mstitution, Michael Might be something you ought to think about,” Thompeon ssys—in
what could be called the first ad of his would-be csmpagn

Copytight 2007 The Associated Press All nights reserved This materal may not be published,
broadcast, rewntten or redistnbuted
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Exhibit 11
Chattancoga Times Free Press (Tennessee)

Lawmakers line up for Thompson Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee) May 25, 2007

Copynght 2007 Chattanooga Publishing Company
Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee)

May 25, 2007 Fnday

SECTION: NORTH GEORGIA, Pg 0
LENGTH: 909 words

HEADLINE: Lawmakers line up for Thompson
BYLINE: Matt Wilson, Staff Wniter

BODY:

A group of 36 Republican Georgia legislators, along with several former lawmakers and local
officials, 1s seeking to help "draft” former US Sen Fred Thompson, R-Tenn , mnto a nun for the
Oval Office next year

"We've got good people that are out there running, but none of them are perfect,” saxd state Sen
Enc Johnson, R-Savannah, who 1s leading the "Draft Fred” movement m Georgia "Sen
Thompson's got a great record "

Sen Johnson, who used the term "Fredheads" to describe Mr Thompson's supporters, said the
former senator’s communication skalls and "pro-life, pro-gun, anti-tax record” are hus main
selling points

"He has the ability to look America 1n the eye, not blink, and tell us where he wants to go," he
sad

Several legisiators from Northwest Georgia have signed on 1n support of Mr Thompson, who
has not yet smud he wall be a candidate One of those legislators 1s Rep Ron Forster, R-Ringgold

"He's the best candidate that's not even 1n the race yet,” he smd
Rep Forster smd he was "disappointed” with the Republican candidates who have entered the
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race 30 far
State Sen Preston Smuth, R-Rome, also has endorsed Mr Thompson

"1 thank Thompeon probably has the best chance of winming," Sen Snuth smd "To me, 1t was
sort of an electabality 1asue "

He smd that Republican candsdates are probably "going to have a tough ttme” 1n 2008 He said
Mr Thompson embodies the "unique type of candidate” who can win i spite of the atmosphere
in Washington that led to Democrats retaking Congress last year

Sen Johnson said all the lawmakers who signed on as Fredheads will support Mr Thompson if
he runs, but they also have second choices 1f he decides to stay out of the race

Rep Forster smd hus second choice was a simple one
"Anybody but the Democratic candidate,” he smd
In the General Assembly, 140 of the 234 members are Republicans

As of Thursday, 421 other Georgians had signed an onhine petition to persuade Mr Thompson to
seek the GOP nomunation

Mark Corallo, a spokesman for Mr Thompson, saxd the former senator and actor 18 "sbsolutely
grateful for the support” from a group that backs hum with "no prompting, no help, no contact "

"It certamnly gives him more to think about whea he makes hus final considerations,” he saxd
But Mr Corallo said there are several other factors to consider, such as family 13sues and timing
"He has to make sure that the man meets the times,” he smd

Charles Bullock, a professor of political science at the University of Georgia, said the Draft Fred
movement could only be a boon to Mr Thompeon's campaign 1f he decides to run

"If Thompson harbors any presidential ambitions, nothing could be better than for Republican
leaders around the country to call on lum to come forth and save the party,” he said

If the movement becomes popular among Republicans, 1t could go a long way toward helping
Mr Thompson catch up with Ius opponents 1n fundrmsing, Dr Bullock smd

The Fredheads are the largest group of lawmakers 1n Georgia who have yet endorsed a candidate
Other Georgia Republicans have shown enthusiasm for a Thompson campaign Mr Thompson

handily won a straw poll at last week's state Republican convention, nearly tnpling the
percentage of the vote of lus nearest opponent, former U S House Speaker Newt Gingnich, R-
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Ga
Mr Gingnich also has not announced lus candidacy

About two dozen Democrats 1n the General Assembly are backing US Sen Barack Obama, D-
I, mcluding Senate Minonty Whip David Adelman, D-Decatur

House Speaker Glenn Richardson, R-Hiram, and five other state legisiators announced Thuraday
thexr support for former New York Mayor Rudy Giukiant's tad for the GOP nomnation

"Rudy has demonstrated the kind of strong leadershup we need in the Whate House and has a
record of proven results that Georgians respect,” Rep Richardson said

State Sen Jeff Mullis, R-Chickamauga, announced m March that he had jomned the Georgia
campaign team of US Sen Jobhn McCamn, R-Anz

Likewise, House Speaker Pro Tem Mark Burkhaiter, R-Duluth, has signed on as the Georgia
charrman of former Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney's campaign

Former Gov Roy Bamnes has endorsed former U S Sen Jobn Edwards, D-NC

US Sen Hillary Clinton, D-N Y , has not yet announced her campaign's Georgia endorsements
E-mail Matt Wilson at mwilson@tur

ON THE WEB

Here are the Georgia legisiators aboard the state's "Draft Fred” effort
Senstors

Sen Don Thomas, Dalton
Sen Preston Smuth, Rome
Sen Enc Johnson, Savannah
Sen Tommue Wilkams, Lyons
Sen Chup Rogers, Woodstock
Sen David Shafer, Duluth

Sen Jack Murphy, Chapman
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Sen John Douglas, Social Circle
Sen Cecal Staton, Macon

Sen Grog Goggans, Douglas
Sen Lee Hawkins, Gamesville
Sen Bill Heath, Bremen

Sen Bill Hamnck, Carroliton
Sen Jeff Chapman, Brunswick
Representatives

Rep Ron Forster, Ringgold
Rep Jay Neal, LaFayette

Rep Tom Dickson, Cobutia
Rep John Meadows, Cathoun
Rep Tom Graves, Ranger

Rep Earl Ehrhart, Powder Springs
Rep Ron Stephens, Savannsh
Rep Earl "Buddy” Carter, Pooler
Rep Burke Day, Tybee Island
Rep Jim Cole, Forsyth

Rep Doug Collins, Gainesville
Rep James Mills, Ganesville
Rep Mark Butler, Carrollton
Rep Clay Cox, Lilbumn

Rep Sean Jerguson, Canton
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Rep Calvin Hill, Canton

Rep Doug Holt, Social Carcle

Rep Tom Knox, Cumming

Rep Mark Hamilton, Cumming

Rep John Heard, Lawrenceville

Rep Donna Sheldon, Decula

Rep Melvin Everson, Sneliville
Source Georgians for Fred Thompson
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HEADLINE: The Sign Of the Red Truck
BYLINE: Holly Bailey

BODY:

Folks 1n Frankimn, Tenn , think they'll know when Fred Thompson decides to run for president
Parked 1n Thompson's mother's driveway 1s the rusting red Chevy pickup that the former senator
turned actor drove all over the state dunng hus two U S Senste campaigns He drove the truck to
Washington 1n 1994 after he was elected to fill an unexpired term and used 1t as a populist stunt
agam dunng lus re-election campaign, often giving speeches from the lowered tmigate "People
are watching that truck like hawks,” says the Southemn Baptist Convention's Richard Land, who
also hves 1n Franklin "Nobody can imagmme he won't use 1t if he runs "

Thompson 1sn't the only one under surveillance Politics junkies and nival campaigns have been
looking for signs among other potential candidates Pundits sre watching Al Gore's waistline
under the theory that the former veep will siim down if he decides to seek the Democratic nod
Will Michsel Bloomberg run? Contact with Ross Perot and his advisers might be a sign that the
New York City mayor will mount a third-party run for the White House Others are watching
how often Chuck Hagel talks to Bloomberg, after the Nebraska senator hinted that he's talked to
the mayor sbout a jomt ticket Also under close watch Newt Gingrich's continued efforts to

marnages and admussion of adultery

Thompson, who now lives m Virginia, hasn't driven hus pickup 1n several years The pant 1s
peeling and 1ts U S Senate license plates expired back 1n 2002 Mark Corallo, a spokesman, says




Gll B G5 OGN OG5 B0 on o o0 op o 'id'Eid'h o un om e e

Thompson "just hasn't had the heart to sell her " "I don't know 1f the truck will be resurrected,”
he told NEWSWEEK, adding that Thompson has made no decision about 2008 In other words,
be’s still 1dling n the dnveway

GRAPHIC: Driver's Seat Thompson 1n the trademark pickup



Gl GE G5 We G B oo om on ou o' B 'dh e o0 om = =

Exhibit 13

Sowurces Thompson to take big step toward White House run CNN com May 30, 2007
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HEADLINE: Sources Thompson to take big step toward White House run
DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

FormerU S Sen Fred Thompson will take s major step toward a 2008 run for the White House
by "testing the waters" — beginning to rase money and hure campuign staff as early as Friday,
several sources close to Thompson told CNN

While the former senator from Tennessee 13 not an official candidste for president, be 15
acknowledging interest 1n the race for the Republican nomnation

Thompson 18 not required to file paperwork with the Federal Elecion Commussion at this stage,
but he would have to account for hus actions dunng this initial phase should he decide to become
a full-fledged candidate at a later date

"He 13 entening the ‘testing the waters'’ phase,” saxd one of the sources close to Thompson "It
allows the senator to go out and gauge support "

Thompson, 64, held a conference call Tuesday mght with more than 100 supporters and recerved
financial commitments from "big Republican donors,” the source saxd

Thompeon has been 1n contact with "a lot of Reagan and Bush 41 [George H W Bush]-types

mmm'ammm.mmmmupofnmm'mm
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Thus source noted that Thompson likely will make appearances in some of the early pnmary and
caucus states such as lowa and New Hampshire before an official announcement

*That announcement could come as early as the first week 1n July,” the source close to
Thompeon smd "However, that 15 1f he gets n "

A CNN/Opmion Research Corp poll conducted May 4-6 piaced Thompson third among GOP
candidates with 13 percent of the vote Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliam had the most

support with 25 percent, two percentage points ahead of Sen John McCam's 23 percent Former
Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney was fourth with 10 percent

The same poll of registered Republican voters found 20 percent were very satisfied with the field
of GOP candidates and 26 percent were not satisfied Fifty percent smid they were somewhat
satisfied

Thompson announced earlhier thus year that he was diagnosed with lymphoma m 2004, but one of
Ius physicians sud that the disease 15 11 remission

Thompson was elected to the Senate 1n 1994 to fill the unexpired term of then-Vice President Al
Gore and retired m 2003 to resume an acting career He now lives in McLean, Virgima
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Fred Thompson moves ahead with likely presidential candidacy The Associated Press State &
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It's hardly a stretch to imagine Fred Thompson as president After all, he's played the role 1n
movies, his impoming 6-foot-S stature and Southern-tinged commanding voice cresting the

"He comes from central casting,” says Ted Malloch of Palm Beach, Fla , a8 Thompson backer
"He's not Ronald Reagan, but he's Reaganesque "

That's exactly what the former Tennessee Republican senstor and actor on NBC's "Law &
Order" 1s casting humself as for hus latest role

Only this time, the stage 1s real hfe

The 64-year-old 13 taking sigmficant steps toward an expected summer entry into the crowded
but extraordinanly unsettied Republican presidential race, and hus would-be candidacy could
attract restiess conservatives who have not fully embraced the leading GOP contenders
Thompson would bning a nght-leaning Senate voting record with a few digressions from GOP
orthodoxy and a dash of Hollywood star power given lus many movie roles and TV stint as the
gruff distnict attormey on NBC's popular cnme drama

Among his many characters, he played President Ulysses S Grant in thus year's made-for-TV



—--—--.;”-igﬂ‘”ﬂlﬁ---

movie "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee," and the fictional President Charles Ross in the 2005
film "Last Best Chance "

A Thompson tud also could make the contest to succeed President Bush even more topsy turvy,
all three top-tier candidates Rudy Gruham, John McCain and Mitt Romney could lose some
measure of support and the seven underdogs could become even more trrelevant

Several Republicans with knowledge of us plans say Thompson will make s first formal
campaign move 1n the commg days, establishing an official orgamzation to weigh a Whate House
bad while launching a major fundraising drive on Monday

Speaking on condition of anonymity because the imeline 1s not public, these officials smd
Thompson may visit early primary states 1n late June and could officially enter the race as early
as the first week mn July

*"Senator Thompson 18 still senously considenng getting mto the presidential contest and he 18
doing everythung he has to do to make that final decision," sssd Mark Corallo, a Thompson
spokesman “Stay tuned "

On Thompson's schedule 1n the coming weeks a speech to Virginia Republicans in Richmond
on Ssturday and an appearance with Jay Leno on "The Tomght Show" on June 12 One official
saxl an overseas trip also may be 1n the works

For months, Thompson has openly flirted with a candidacy as a Tennessee-based effort sought to
draft lum mto the race He made several high-profile moves that pointed to a bid, not the least of
which was disclomng that he 18 1n remussion after being diagnosed with non-Hodgkins
lymphoma, a form of cancer

His populanty m national polls spiked to double digits early in the year, but while he still fares
well m surveys, lus numbers have fallen following what some Republicans considered a subpar
speech 1n early May in Califormia That's prompted some rumblings 1n GOP circles that
Thompson may have missed lus opportunity to make a splash in the race

Undaunted, Thompson has been portraying lnmself as a straight-talking conservative i the mold
of former President Reagan in speeches and on the Internet

Dunng s 1994-2002 Senate tenure, he was considered a reliably conservative vote

He worked to Lunst the role of the federal government and backed a ban on a late-term abortion
procedure He voted mn favor of Bush's tax cuts, 01l dnilling in the Arctic National Wildhfe
Refuge, money for the National Endowment for the Arts and a constitutional
amendment 1o ban flag desecration And, he voted against requinng cniminal background checks
for purchases at gun shows

But he sometimes took paths that didn't necessanly sit well with conservatives, including
advocating for campagn finance reform Whule he voted to oust President Clinton from office,
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he also was one of 10 Republican senators who voted against one of the two impeachment
charges

Social 1ssues, important to the party's nght, also typically weren't at the top of lus agenda He
was known less as a legislator and more as an mvestigator, leading the commuttee that examined
former President Clinton's fundraising in 1996 Yet, he established a reputation as a less-than-
hard worker The Democratic National Commuttee 1ssued a research document Wednesday

detmling Thompson's major legisiative accomplishments Save for the title and a DNC
disclaimer, 1t was blank

Thompson was one of the few senators who backed underdog McCan 1n 2000 over George W
Bush, the establishment candidate This tume around, Thompson would be opposing McCain and
could hurt lus frrend's own shot at the White House The two have sumilar Senate records but
Thompson could be seen as a fresher face to McCam, who 13 well-known to GOP voters

Romney, who 13 trying to position lumself to the nght of the major candidates, also could sce hus
support fall among conservatives concerned about hus shifts on 1ssues

Cmpummlown.kmnneymdhewelmedﬂbmpmm "1 thank he'll make the race
He's got good wdeas and after ali, he does put bad people 1n jail every week on
'Llw&.Older"'hemd

Guliam could be hindered as well if Thompson grabs the attention of Republicans uneasy with
the former New York City mayor’s support for gay and abortion nghts

Campaigning 1n Cahiformia, Gruliam said he would welcome Thompson, but argued that he was
the stronger candudate based on his record of cutting taxes and combatting terronsm as well as
Ius ability to win a general election

Ticking off states that went Democratic 1n 2004, such as Cahfornia and New York, Gruham said,
“Those are all states Republicans gave away 1n the past and the Democrats took for granted It
doesn't mean I'll win all of them, but 1f I win my far share of them, then I'll get elected "

Over the next few days, Thompson plans to form a “testing the waters" commuttee called
"Friends of Fred Thompson," which will allow lum t0 begin rmsing money, hure staff and gauge
support without officially committing to a White House bad

He could sigmificantly dampen the fundraising ability of s potential GOP nivals during the
homestretch of the second quarter financial reporting period

"It's going to cause everybody to have second thoughts about writing a check,” said Scott Reed, a
Republican strategist who 15 unaligned 1n the race

Thompson spoke on a conference call Wednesday to several dozen people who officials called
"First Day Founders" and said commutted to raising money for um Participants smd they were
asked to raise $46,000 aprece, the $2,300 maximum from 10 couples or 20 people



Officials cautioned that Thompson has made no final decision
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WMMLWTMM'W&WW,B
methodically moving ahead with a likely premidential bad, several officials with knowledge of the
plans said Wednesday

An all-but-declared candidate for months, Thompson will establish an official organization 1n the
coming days to weigh a White House bid while launching a major fundraising drive next week
The 64-year-old Southerner would bring an overwhelmmingly conservative record with a few
digressions from GOP orthodoxy to a crowded Republican fleld

‘Thompson, best known as the gruff district attorney on NBC's drama "Law & Order” and a
character actor 1n scores of movies, also would add star power to the presidential race

The current field headed by Rudy Gruhiam, John McCam and Mitt Romney has left some GOP
voters clamoring for someone else, and recent polls show Thompson faring well despte hus not-
yet-announced status

Thompson may visit early pnmary states mn late June and could officially enter the race as early
as the first week m July, according to the officials who spoke on the condition of anonymuty
because the plans were not public
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Thompson's candidacy could hurt Romney, who 15 trymng to position lumself to the nght of the
major candidates, or pull support from McCain Thompson and McCain have had similar records
in the Senate, and Thompson could be seen as a fresher face He was one of a handful of senators
who backed McCain 1n 2000 over George W Bush

Glian: could be hindered as well if Thompson grabs the attention of Republicans who are
looking for a candidate to beat Democrats in the fall but are uneasy with the former New York
City mayor’s support for gay and abortion nights

Campagning m Califorma, Gruham sad he would welcome Thompson's entry mnto the race, but
argued that he was the stronger candidate based on hus record as mayor 1n cutting taxes and
combatting terrorism as well as his ahility to win a general election

Ticking off states that went Democratic m 2004, such as Califormis and New York, Gruhiam saud,
*Those are all states Republicans gave away 1n the past and the Democrats took for granted It
doesn't mean I'll win all of them, but 1f I win my faur share of them, then I'll get elected "

In moving to set up a political organization at the start of June, Thompson could sigmficantly
dampen the fundraising ability of s potential Republican rivals during the homestretch of the
socond quarter financial reporting period

*Thompson's iming squashes the other candidates' ability to fimsh out a strong quarter,” saxd
Scott Reed, a Republican strategist who 1s unaligned m the race "It's going to cause everybody
to have second thoughts about writing a check "

A summertime announcement has been widely expected and numerous migns have ponted to a
Thompseon candidacy, including lus disclosure i Apnl that he had been diagnosed with non-
Hodgian's lymphoma, a form of cancer, but 1s 1n remussion

"Senator Thompson 1s still senously considenng getting mio the premdential contest and he 13
domg everything he has to do to maks that final decision,” said Mark Corallo, a Thompson
spokesman “Stay tuned "

‘Thompson has been casting lumself as & straight-talking conservative 1n the mold of former
President Reagan even though he took some postions that upset the base as a senator

Thompson served 1n the Senate from 1994 to 2002, capturing the seat held by Al Gore 1n a
special elechon During Ius tenure, Thompson voted to oust President Chinton from office, but
also was one of 10 Republican senstors who voted aganst one of the two impeachment charges

He supported campmgn finance reform, o1 dnlling 1n the Arctic National Wildhife Refuge,
chmnation of funds for the National Endowment for the Arts and a conshtutional amendment to
ban flag desecration He also favored a ban on a late-term abortion procedure and voted agamst
requiring crmunal background checks for purchases at gun shows

He was best known for hs work on the Senate's investigative comnuttees, focusing on Clinton's
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1996 fundraising

Thompson has openly flirted with a candidacy for months following the creation of a Tennessee-
based effort to draft lnm mto the race

Over the next few days, he 13 to form a "testing the waters” commuttee called "Friends of Fred
Thompson,” which will allow him to begin rmsmg money, hire staff and gauge support without
officially commutting to a White House ilnd Fundraising 1s to start Monday

Thompson spoke on a conference call Wednesday to several dozen people who officials smd
commutted to rusing money for um Participants smd they were asked to raise $46,000 apiece,
the $2,300 maxxmum from 10 couples or 20 people And, he will give a speech to Virgima
Republicans m Richmond on Saturday

In recent weeks, Thompson has been addressing conservative groups, writing onhine columns on
topscs of the day and staking out positions on 1ssues such as the Senate immigration overhaul
il He also 15 testing lus patch on the Internet and surrounding humself with officials who served
in the Reagan admimstration and under George H W Bush

Despite the movement, officials cautioned that Thompson has made no final decision about
whether to run or where and when to get 1n the race should he decade to go forward

They saxd he 13 considening several options for & possible formal announcement, and that one
scenano has um officially announcing his candidacy over the July 4 holiday It's also possible,
they saxd, that Thompson could wast unt:l later n the summer to declare lus mtentions

Earhier this month, Thompson closed down a political action commuttes he had been operating
since 2003 The commuttee donated to several federal candidates, but spent most of its money,
$180,000, on 2 management and consulting contract with a firm run by his son, Damel
Thompson of Nashwille, Tean

Associated Press Wniter Scott Lindlaw 1n Buringame, Calsf , contributed to this report



G G0 U OB N 0N on on o ow owidieid ' dis o om o = =e

Exhibit 16
New York Times

May 31, 2007
Stir in G O P. as Ex-Senator Moves to Run
By CARL HULSE and PATRICK HEALY

WASHINGTON, May 30 — Former Senator Fred D, Thompson of Tennessee
has taken new steps that make it clear that he is likely to run for the White
House, potentially shaking up a field of candidates that has failed to strike a
chord with the Republican base.

Mr. Thompeon is creating a committee that will let him begin raising money
on Monday toward a full-blown national campaign, advisers said Wednesday.
They hope his name recognition as an actor and radio commentator,
conservative stands on issues like ymmigration and government spending, and
strength in the South will differentiate him from the current crop of
candidates.

The disclosure of his intensifying activities sent ripples through the party, with
the campaigns of two of the main Republican candidates checking with their
deputies in Iowa and New Hampshire to monitor any hiring or fund-raising
efforts by Mr. Thompson, 64. One campaign held a brief strategy session to
review poll results on Mr. Thompson, and found him well-positioned even as
an unannounced candidate.

His moves come as Republicans have failed to coalesce around a candidate, as
they struggle with the war in Iraq, President Bush’s unpopularity and
questions about the party’s ideological direction. That has created a potential
opening in a campaign field that, judging by polls and other reaction, has left
Republican voters wanting more.

“Thompson is a credible conservative, he has a strong voting record, he has
strong, almost Reagan-esque communication skills,” said Scott Reed, who
managed the presidential campaign of the Republican Bob Dole in 1996 and is
unaffiliated with any campaigns. “And like Reagan, he believes in an
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ideological agenda in an undiluted way. He doesn't have a bunch of qualifiers
on things when he defends the Reagan years.”

In a conference call on Tuesday, 75 to 100 Republicans who had offered to
back the politician better known for his acting career were urged to raise
roughly $50,000 each for the financial underpinnings of a Thompson bid that
has been in the making for months. Five people closely involved in the
emerging campaign discussed the plans in interviews Wednesday but asked
not to be identified because they were not authorized to talk publicly about the
details.

Participants on the call said Mr. Thompson was enthusiastic about becoming
an alternative to current contenders led by former Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani
of New York, Senator John McCain of Arizona and former Gov. Mitt Romney
of Massachusetts. They said he was not ready to formally announce without
evidence that he could draw the necessary financial support.

“You have to raise money to be competitive even if you are Fred Thompson,”
said Representative Zach Wamp, a Tennessee Republican who has led an
effort to draft Mr. Thompson.

In another development on Wednesday, Mr. Thompson asked to be released
from his role on “Law & Order” on NBC, The Associated Press reported. The
show’s executive producer, Dick Wolf, said Mr. Thompeon had told him that
he “has not made a firm decision about his political future” but that he was
concerned about “the creative and scheduling constraints of the upcoming
season.”

By joining the race late, Mr. Thompson may face questions about his ability to
compete against the top-tier Republican candidates who have already raised at
least $10 million each. He will also not participate in the Republican debate in
New Hampshire on Tuesday.

Tony Fabrizio, a Repubhcan pollster and strategist who is not working for any
candidate, said he was “surprised and a little sad” that Mr. Thompson had not
declared himself a full-fledged candidate. Mr. Thompson has faced questions
about his political commitment stemming from his days in the Senate.
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“Thompson will be competing against three guys who have been running flat
out for months and working their tails off for well over a year,” Mr. Fabrizio
said. “If you're not going to get in this race and double-time on work, effort
and commitment, how do you expect to win? You need to send signals that
say, Tm here and I'm going to win.’ “

Although Mr. Thompson planned in the coming days to create what is known
as a “testing the waters® committee that would allow him to raise and spend
money, members of Mr. Thompson’s inner circle said that if the next few
weeks were encouraging, he could officially enter the race as early as July.

“Fred Thompson is doing everything he has to do to gauge support to come to
a final decision in a timely manner,” said Mark Corallo, who has been acting as
his spokesman.

The intense interest in Mr. Thompson’s trajectory reflected concern in the
rival Republican camps about his possible appeal across the South, among
conservative and evangelical voters, who might be attracted to his mainstream
conservative stances, like opposition to abortion and strong support for states’
rights.

“There are still a lot of undecided voters in South Carolina, and Fred
Thompson comes with enormous appeal — I'd call it Ronald Reagan-like
appeal,” said Katon Dawson, the chairman of the Republican Party in South
Carolina, which holds one of the first presidential primaries. Allies of Mr.
Thompson said they were confident he would attract big-name contributors
and present and former office holders now supporting other candidates. But

Kevin Madden, a spokesman for Mr. Romney, disputed that Mr. Thompson
might peel away conservative and evangelical voters whom the former
Massachusetts governor has been courting. Mr. Madden noted that Mr.
Romney might make his own gains in Thompson country when he appears
Saturday as the keynote speaker at the Tennessee Republican Statesmen’s
Dinner in Nashville.
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“The governor looks at these events as opportunities — it could be a Romney
crowd by the end of the night,” Mr. Madden said.

Anthony Carbonetti, an adviser to Mr. Giuliani, called Mr. Thompson “a good
senator who was entitled to run.” But Mr. Carbonetti played down any concern
in the Giuliani campaign that Mr. Thompson would run strongly among voters
who are deeply concerned about national security and want a candidate who is
socially conservative as well. Mr. Giuliani supports abortion rights.

Mr. Thompson, who was Republican counsel to the Watergate committee,
served in the Senate for eight years before retiring in 2002 and was an ally of
Mr. McCain’s. Mr. Thompson's support for the campaign finance measure
authored by his colleague from Arizona has brought criticism from
conservatives, who have also raised some questions about his anti-abortion
credentials.

For the past few months, Mr. Thompson has been running something of a
shadow campaign, courting potential contributors, giving selected interviews
and speeches, weighing in on conservative blogs and lining up staff members.
At the same time, he has continued on the television showand as a
commentator on ABC radio as a replacement for Paul Harvey. In April, he
announced that he was in remission from lymphoma, a cancer he has had for
more than two years.

The testing-the-waters group, to be formed as Friends of Fred Thompson Inc.,
allows him to take his political activities to another level but does not commit

him entirely. It also frees him to gauge his support while leaving time for him

to sort out his lucrative acting and commentating careers, which would have to
be curtailed if he became a candidate or create equal-time issues.

The committee being set up does not yet fall under the Federal Election
Commission reporting requirements, but if he enters the race all financial
activity would have to be reported by mid-October.

With that in mind, Thompson advisers said the budding campaign would
follow conventional campaign rules, including a $2,300 limit per individual
contribution for the primary. Allies said that on the conference call, backers
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were urged to collect at least $46,000, or maximum donations from 20
individuals each. Advisers said several already had larger commitments.

“Money is a good test of whether the interest is as real as it seems,” one
Thompeon adviser said.

Kate Phillips contributed reporting.
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In one breath, Fred Thompson inmsts he has not yet decided whether to run for premdent In the
next, he sounds like a man on the cusp of a full-fledged White House bid

*T've never desired to hold the office, particularly In fict, not at all,” the Republican told The
Associated Press "But, at this stage of things, I sometimes think that I do desire the opportunity
to do some things that only a president can do "

After flirting with a candidacy for months, the former Tennessee senator and actor known to
mullions as the tough prosecutor on NBC's "Law & Order” took the first formal step toward the
race for the GOP nomunation Friday 1n establishing a prelmminary campaign commuttee

Yet, Thompson clammed 1n an mterview Saturday mght, just before giving a speech to Virginia
Republicans, that he still wasn't ready to commut to a campaign

"We've not made a final decision on 1t But obviously we're thanking pretty seniously about it,” he
smd "Everybody who has an opportunity to make even a small difference 1n the course of the
drection of the country has got to look at that very senously "

Among lus considerations, he said, was making sure "the man fits the trmes "

Despite his coyness, Thompson 1s all but certan to join the crowded GOP field led by Rudy
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Giuhan, John McCam and Mitt Romney and hus entrance could come as early as July
Fundraising begins in earnest Monday Headquarters are planned for Nashville, Tenn , and the
Washington, D C , area A campaign team 13 forming And, tentative visits to lowa, New
Hampshire and other early pnmary states are in the works

"We will be talking to a lot of people, we'll be rmsing some money, we'll be putting together a
staff 1n order to reach out to some more people and test the level of support we have,” Thompson
saud "So we'll see a hittle bit later on where we go *

What percentage of hum 1s undecided?

"I couldn't break 1t down into percents,” he said, laughing

What would 1t take for lum not to run at thus point?

"1 couldn't grve you any odds on that erther," he added with a smule

The Southemer with Hollywood star power and mostly conservative Senate credentials fares
well in national popularity polls But he would enter the race some six months after the top-tier
tno He sigmficantly lags them in money and orgamzation, rusing questions about whether he
can turn buzz on the Internet and 1n Washington into actual votes when the prnmanes begin in
less than eight months

Undaunted, he belsitied the notion that candidates can only be competitive if they've had a
campaign orgamzation 1n place for months and if they raise upward of $100 million thus year

*1 don't know who made those rules I don't know who the experts are I'm too late to follow

those rules even if I wanted to, and I don't want to,” Thompson smd Yet, he demurred when
asked for his plan to counter lus would-be rivals’ strength

"At the end of the day, the people bave to be receptive to you and your message,” he smd "It

doesn't matter how many campaign advisers you've got or how much money you can spend If
it's meant to be, 1t'll be "

Thompson, 64, satd much has changed since he spumed calls to run for president 1n 2000 and
added that he now finds the prospect appealing for several reasons

"I am marmed now, have two cluldren at home I spend a lot of time thinking about the kind of
world that they're gomg to grow up 1, spend a lot of time talking to my wife about that,” he smd
"And 1 think the country’s different I think we have challenges now that we didn't have m 2000
I think that everybody was kind of sitting back, taking 1t easy and thinking that, you know, peace
and prospenty were gong to kind of last forever I think we know better than that now *

He sad his until-now ambivalence about the country’s top job might ultimately make lum a
better leader and, thus, a better fit for the White House than others
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"If a person craves power for the sake of power, 1f he craves the office for the sake of holding the
office, he's got hus prionties mixed up,” Thompson sud "It's a desire to do something not to be
something "

Duning lus 1994-2002 Senate tenure, Thompson was considered a reliably conservative vote
However, he had few sigmificant legisiative achievements and he established a reputation as a
less-than-hard worker

*That's one rap that you can cure,” Thompeon said Asked to name his greatest Senate
accomplishment, he said "There were a lot of things It doesn't always have to do with putting
your name on a piece of legislation There was an awful lot of bad legislation that I helped to
stop for one thing "

But, he smd "We'll have a chance to get mto all that when I start telling everybody what a
wonderful person I am but we're not quite at that stage "

At least not yet
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Exhibit 18

Hire puts run closer for Fred Thompson Des Moines Register (Towa) June 26, 2007 Tuesday

SECTION: METRO IOWA, Pg 1B

LENGTH: 1027 words

HEADLINE: Hire puts run closer for Fred Thompson
BYLINE: Beaumont Thomas

BODY:

The former senator, a Republican, has not said whether he wall compete for the presidency
By THOMAS BEAUMONT
REGISTER STAFF WRITER

Former Sen Fred Thompson has taken Ius first step toward orgamzing a campaugn for lowa's

leadoff presidential nominating caucuses by hinng a top lowa Republican campmign staff
member, aides to Thompson confirmed Monday

Thompson has signed Andrew Dorr to serve as lus Midwest political director should the actor
and Tennessee Ropublican run for the Republican presdential norination 1n 2008

"Tius 18 the kind of stellar team Senator Thompson 1s attracting as he continues to move forward
1 Ins determmations,” Thompson spokesman Mark Corallo smud "It means Senator

will be ready, should he decide to ran, and will have the nght team in place to be successful
when it's ime to go to the caucuses "

Dorr most recently worked as 2006 GOP gubernatonal nominee Jim Nussle's political director,
having started 1n Iowa caucus politics 1n 2000 for then-Gov George W Bush Dorr, 28, Iater
mwbdbrnuhbmlewmmmmudepnymdmmlmaldum,mgm
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Thompson 1s expected to announce his plans 1n the commg weeks This month he formed an
that allows hum to raise money to hire staff and travel as he decides whether to join
the crowded 2008 GOP candudiate field

He has not decaded yet whether he will participate in the Ames straw poll, a high-profile lowa
GOP fundraiser set for mud-August

Detmils for the event are taking shape while state party officials await word from Thompson

Iowa Republican Party officials have set the speaking order and determuned where each of the

eight candidates planming to attend the party fundraising event will pitch ther tents around lowa
State Untversity's Hilton Coliseum on Aug 11

Thompson was not represented at a meetmg 1n Des Momes last week where the presidential
campagns planmng to attend the Ames event were assigned therr spots, officials sad

Former Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney, who has been the most aggressive about organizing
for the fundraser, will start the senes of 20-munute speeches at 12 30 pm

Romney will be followed by US Rep Tom Tancredo of Colorado, Chicago businessman John
Cox, US Rep Ron Paul of Texas, former Arkansas Gov Mike Huckabee, US Rep Duncan

Hunter of Califormia, former Wisconsin Gov Tommy Thompson and Sen Sam Brownback of
Kansas

The exght have commutted at least $15,000 each to reserve space to feed and entertan therr
supporters and other activists

Individual tickets cost $35 and allow holders to vote at one of dozens of voting machines set up
1 and sround Hilton

In the past, campaigns have bought blocks of tickets and often bused their supporsters to the
event

Earher this month, former New York City Mayor Rudy Gruham saxd he would not prepare for
the costly straw poll arrangements, andSen John McCain of Arizona abandoned Ius plans to
compete n the straw poll Therr names will still be on the baliot

Guhant's and McCain's decisions have thrown mto question the sigmficance of the Ames event
to the 2008 presidential nomination race The event has become a traditional first test of
Republican candidates’ strength 1n Iowa, the leadoff caucus state

Chuck Laudner, executive director of the Jowa Republican Party, said Fred Thompson would be
mserted mto the speaking hineup should he decade to particapate 1n the straw poll

"If Frod gets in or the others change their mmd, they'll get put 1n the middle,” Laudner smd "The
others don't want to wait on planning their day "
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Reporter Thomas Beaumont can be reached at (515) 286-2532 or thesumont@dmreg com

Campaign calendar
TODAY
Besn Buden, son of Democrat Joe Buden

- Jowa City, 7 15 pm , speech at Iowa Professional Firefighters convention, Sheraton Hotel, 210
S Dubuque St

Democrat Bill Richardson

- Iowa City, 10 30 a m , meeting with Johnson County residents, lowa City Public Library
meeting room, 123 § Linn St

- Iowa City, noon, speech to Iowa Professional Firefighters convention, Sheraton Hotel, 210 S
Dubugque St

Republican Tommy Thompson

- Muscatine, 11 a m , lunch event, Diamond Dave's, 2608 Second Ave

- Wapello, 12 30 p m , lunch gatherng, Farm Bureau Building, 245 Reutinger Drive
= Fort Madison, 6 p m , reception at Sheaffer Pen building, 301 H Ave
WEDNESDAY

Republican Tommy Thompeon

- Jowa City, 8 a m , breakfiast meetng, Mall Restaurant, 120 E Burlngton St
Paul to vimt lowa thus weekend

RALLY US Rep Ron Psul of Texas plans to be 1n Des Moines on Saturday despite lus
exclusion from a presidential candidates' forum Paul, a Republican, 1s planning to attend a rally
at the end of the forum, wiuch 1s sponsored by lowans for Tax Relief and the lowa Chnistian
Alhance Paul's event begins at 4 30 pm at Hy-Vee Hall, the same venue as the forum

EXCLUSION Psul and two other lesser-known GOP candidates were not imnvited to the forum
because organizers judged them to have Inttle organization in lowa That exclusion sparked
vocal, and sometimes angry, protests from Paul supporters But Paul's national campaign
chairman saud lus event Saturday complements the forum and 1s not a protest
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Firefighters union reschedules forum

CONFLICT A Democratic presidential forum that had been scheduled for Iowa City today has
been postponed after the firefighters umon orgamizing the event learned that anticipated action 1n
Congress on a bill important to the umion posed a scheduling conflict for some candidates
]Illlllllll'tom

CONVENTION The forum was to be a part of the state convention of the Iowa Professional
Frrefighters umion The convention was to feature appearances today by Sen Hillary Clinton of

New York, Sen Chnstopher Dodd of Connecticut, Sen Barack Obama of Illinois and New
Mexico Gov Bill Richardson

LEGISLATION The il before Congress, known as the Employee Free Choice Act, would, 1n
part, allow employees to form umions by sigming cards suthonzing union representation, instead
of sigmng the cards and then voting later Union leaders say the current method of voting allows
employers to discourage employees from voting for union representstion
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Exhibit 19

Fred Thompson Defends His Lobbying Past

AP Interview: Fred Thompson Defends Record As Washington Lobbyist
By ERIK SCHELZIG

The Assocaated Press

NASHVILLE, Tean.

Fred Thompson, & likely Republican presidential candidate, on Tuesday defended lus work as a
Washington lobbyust, telling The Associated Press that lobbymg 15 an important part of life
because "government's got their hands in everything "

The actor and former U S senator from Tennessee added, "Nobody yet has pointed out any of
my chents that didn't deserve representation "

Thompeon, who likes to cast himself as a political outsider, earned more than $1 mlhion
lobbying the federal government for more than 20 years He lobbied for a szvings-and-loan
deregulation bill that helped hasten the industry’s collapse and a faled nuclear energy project that
cost taxpayers more than a billion dollars

He also was a lobbyst for deposed Hartian Premident Jean-Bertrand Anstide, who was wadely
cniricized for endorsing "necklacing,” the gruesome practice of execution where gasoline-soaked
tires are thrown over a person's neck and set ablaze

In September 1991, Anstde smid "The burning tire, what a besutiful tool! It smells good And
wherever you go, you want to smell 1t "

Anstide became president in Hatti's first democratic elections 1n 1990, but he was deposed 1n a
military coup a few months later in 1991

Lobbying records show that m 1991 Thompson called then-White House Chief of Staff John
Sununu on Anstide’s behalf Thompson was working " connection with efforts to obtan the
restoration of the democratically elected government” of Haiti, the records say

Anstide was restored to powern 1994 by U S troops under President Chinton He was elected to
a second term 1 2000, but was overthrown agan in 2004, fleeing amud an armed rebellion and
protests against corruption and other problems

In a brief mterview with the AP, Thompson smd he expects to hear cnticism about lhus lobbying
activities as he moves closer to declanng Ins candidacy Opponents emphasized hus lobbying
work during s Senate races m 1994 and 1996

*They'll talk about 1t probably with the same resuits,” he smid

Thompson said he doesnt take much stock i talk about whether he's too connected to the halls
of power 1n Washington

"T've never talked about that inmde-outside stuff,” he sasd *T've been cntical of Wasiungton, both
before, dunng and after my Senate days "
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Thompson said he made lus home 1n northemn Virgima so he could commute between
Washington and New York for s radi0 and television work After leaving the Senate 1n 2002,
Thompson joined NBC's drama senes "Law & Order” and later became a commentator on ABC
radio

More than 200 supporters gathered earlier Tueaday at the Nashwille amrport to greet Thompson
He told the crowd he's "testing the waters" about a run, "but the waters feel pretty warm to me *

Thompson was scheduled to attend a fundrmser in Nashville later in the day hosted by Mike
Curb, a record label founder and former heutenant governor of Califorma

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press All nghts reserved This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed
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Exhibit 20
Copynght 2007 Associated Press

All Rights Reserved
The Associated Press State & Local Wire

July 6, 2007 Friday 9 S1 PM GMT

SECTION: STATE AND REGIONAL

LENGTH: 585 words

HEADLINE: In special status, Thompson doesn't have to disclose money yet
BYLINE: By JIM KUHNHENN, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

Come next weekend, presidential candidates will be opening up thewr second quarter finances and
placing their spending and thesr donors up for a new round of scrutiny Fred Thompson wall not

Thompson, the "Law & Order” television actor and former Republican Tennessee senator, has
been retaiming staff, opening a headquarters, holding fundraisers and toutmg Ius credentials as a
potential White House contender But he has not smd defimtively that he's a candidate for
presdent

Instead, Thompson 1s officially "testing the waters” of a campmign It's a status that allows lum to
explore a candudacy without having to file financial disclosures with the Federal Election
Commussion unless and until he decides to run

Thompseon held a fundraser last week 1n Nashwvilie at the home of Mike Curb, an independent
record producer and former heutenant governor of California Atlanta developer Thomas Bell
was holding another event Fnday at hus home

Donors could pay $1,000 to attend or $2,300, the maximum contribution allowed, to participate
In a private reception

Bell, who has known Thompson for more than 30 years, said he was expecting to raise up to
$400,000 Friday evening

"Thus has been the most unbehevable fundrasing effort,” Bell said 1n an interview "It's the
easiest money ['ve ever raised "
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He saxd donors, many of whom have already given the maxamum to other GOP presidential
candidates, believe a Thompson canddacy 1s "our only shot at getting a Repubhcan elected tius
tme "

Thompson associates had mitially smd s "testing the waters” commuttee hoped to rase $5
mullion before he announces lus decision Iater this month A spokesman for Thompson, Mark
Corallo, would not discuss lus finances on Friday

"We're not putting out numbers or goals,” Corallo saxd 1n an e-maul response "Our goal, if Fred
Thompson gets into the race 1s to rmse enough money to wm "

Under federal election laws, potential candidates are allowed to raise and spend money to

determune whether to get into a politscal contest They're only required to disclose those finances
if they become candidates

As a result, 1f Thompson chooses to run and mdications are that he will he won't have to file a
disclosure report until Oct 15, after the end of the third quarter finance period At that pomnt,
Thompson would have to report all the money he has ramsed, mcluding anytinng he obtamed
during tius exploratory period

"As long as you are coy enough not to say Tm running,’ you can stay out of the system,” smid
Meredith McGehee, policy director of the nonpartissn Campeign Legal Center "The advantage
1s that you are not subyect to the same disclosures You can be a private ciizen You can get
gtfts, you can get speaking fees

The Isw prevents potential candidates who are n the "testing the waters” phase to raise money
that can be spent after they become a candidstes But the rule 1s vague, stating only that the

money not be "1n excess of what could reasonably be expected to be used for exploratory
activities *

Corallo saud the money Thompson 1s rising 18 "for the testing the waters commuttee "

Sheila Krumholz, executive director of the nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics, smd there
15 a sound reason to permt potenhal candidates to delay filing while they weigh their chances

"Candidates need to be able to gange whether they have a viable chance of success,” she sad
"Should they test the waters and find them clully, the FEC 13 not going to make them go through
all the paperwork "
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Exhibit 21

Thompson Begins Two-Day Southland Fund-Raising Trip Today City News Service July 31,
2007 Twesday 9 46 PM PST

Copynght 2007 City News Service, Inc
All Rights Reserved
City News Service

No City News Service matenal may be republished wathout the express written permussion of the
City News Service, Inc

July 31, 2007 Tuesday 9 46 PM PST
LENGTH: 882 words
HEADLINE: Thompson Begins Two-Day Southland Fund-Raising Trip Today
DATELINE: NEWPORT COAST
BODY:
Former Tennessee Sen Fred Thompson conducted two fund-raisers in Newport Coast today,
hours after lus campaign announced he rmsed $3 46 mlhon 1n June for Ins expected bid for the
Republican presidential nominstion

"The level of support and enthusiasm from people across this country 1 mnspinng,” Thompson
said 1n a statement

Both fund-rasers were closed to the news media, the common practice among most presidential
candidates of both parties

Thompson 18 scheduled to conclude a two-day tnp to Southern California tomorrow by
conducting a fund-raiser 1n Bel Arr

Thompson, who played Manhattan District Attorney Arthur Branch on NBC's "Law & Order”
the past five seasons, formed an exploratory commuttee June 1, allowing hum to rase funds His
campaign was required to formal report fund- rusmng figures to the Internal Revenue Service

By companson, former Massachusetts Gov Miit Romney led all Republican presdential
candidates by rusing $44 4 million through June 30, while former New York City Mayor Rudy
Guulian, the Republican front-runner, had raised $35 6 mllion, according to reports filed with
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the Federal Election Commission
Romney had $12 1 million on hand and Giuliam $18 3 mulhon

Becanse Thompson 18 not a declared candidate, he did not have to file a report on ns fund-
rusing through June 30 by the July 15 deadline

"We are 1n & ‘testing the water’ phase,” Linda Rozett, the communications director for Friends of
Fred Thompson, told The Times "It would not be accurate to compare a candidate to a
noncandidate *

Thompson's first fund-rmser at a Newport Coast home was tilled as a "VIP Reception,” with
tickets costing $2,300, the maximum individual contnbution for the primary campaign under
federal law Donors had the opportunity to have a picture taken with Thompson Tickets for the
“general reception” which followed were $1,000 each

The host commuttee included Assemblyman Chuck DeVore, R-Irvine, and Newport Beach City
Councilman Mike Hemn

Ticket pnices for tomorrow's Bel-Arr fand-raiser were not available

Despite not being an announced candidate, Thompson was 1n second place or 1n a statistical tie

for the lead 1n most of the national polls for the Repubhcan presidential nommation relessed this
month

Thompeon 1s expected to declare his candidacy shortly after Labor Day

In an appearance June 12 on "The Tomught Show with Jay Leno” Thompson suid, "I've never
craved the job of president, but I want to do some things that only a president could do "

Thompson has saxd he supports Pressdent Bush's Iraq War troop surge, opposes gun control and
has called the 1973 Roe v Wade Supreme Court decision grving the woman the night to an
abortion during the first three months of pregnancy "bad law and bad medical science *

Thompeon's rare combmation of an acting background and conservative politics has led to
compansons with Republican :con Ronald Reagan One Thompson backer has set up a Web site,
AnctherRonaldReagan com, to encourage lus candidacy

Comncidentally, one of Reagan's films was titied "Law and Order,” a 1953 Western where he
portrayed a marshal

Like Resgan, Thompson's exposure to the public was boosted through radioc Until recently, be
had a daily broadcast of a commentary entitled "The Fred Thompson Report” on ABC Radio
Reagan broadcast daily radio commentanes between leaving the Cahforma governorship m 1975
and beginning his successful 1980 premdential campmgn
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Thompson also tapped into the new media with his commentanes available in blog and podcast
form on the ABC Radio Web mnite

Thompson, who will turn 65 Aug 19, first came mto the public eye in 1973, when as co-cluef
counsel to the Senate Watergate Commuttee, a question he asked of former Nixon admimstration
aide Alexander Buiterfield revealed the existence of the White House taping system

A longtime Washington lobbyist, Thompson was elected to the Senate 1n 1994, filling the final
two years of the term of then-Vice Premident Al Gore, before being re-elected to a full term 1n
1996 He abandoned plans to run for re-election 1n 2002 following the death of lus adult dsughter
from an accidental drug overdose

The New York Times reported this month that Thompson speat nearly 20 hours worlang as a
lobbyist on behalf of a group seeking to ease federal rules on abortion counseling 1 1991 and

1992, apparently contradicting his opposition to abortion
"He stands by hus record and lus ratmgs by pro-life groups,” Rozett told City News Service

‘The Wall Street Journal reported in Apnil that 1n us five years since leaving the Senate, lus
pom-e::mmmsz«,ooomm-mm'mmnnm

Rozett smd she had no comment on the younger Thompson's professional activities

Thompson's acting career began 1n 1985, portraying himself in "Mane," the story of a
whustieblower he represented 1n a Teonessee Parole Board scandal

Thompson's other acting credsts mclude twice piaying presidents, the fictional Charles Ross 1n
2005's "Last Best Chance" and Ulysses S Grant in "Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee," which
premiered May 27 He also portrayed the White House chief of staff m "In the Line of Fire” and
appeared 1n "No Way Out” “The Hunt for Red October” "Days of Thunder” and "Cape Fear "
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Exhibit 22

St Lows Post-Dispatch (Missour)
Thompeon taps Missoun: for more contubutions

By Jo Magnies
POST-DISPATCH POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT
Wednesday, Aug 22 2007

For 2 potential candidate for presudent, Republican Fred Thompson has already logged mote time 1
Missoun — and likely rased more money — than some declared contenders

By Tuesday evening, the former Tennessee senator’s fundrasing event st & prvate home m Ladue
capped mote than 24 hours 1 the state

Thompeon's visit began Mondsy with & similar fondraser 10 Kansas City He spent the mght there
before addressing thousands Tuesdsy moming st the national VFW convention

Here and m Kansas City, Thompson attended several private meetings with potential supposters

"Clearly I'm going to be reacihing a resolution and malking a statement in the nesr future,”
Thompeon said 1n an mterview at the Ritz-Casiton hotel 1n Clayton, before the Ladue event

He added, “Missoun: 18 the kind of state that's gomng to be vety smportant” for any presidential
campaign

— more recently known for s acting stint on the TV show "Law and Order” — saud
he's flattered by his warm politscal reception m the state Lt Gov Peter Kinder and more than 50
state legislators have endorsed him

"I continue to be gratified that strangers would show up and contubute what I consider to be large
amounts of money for someone who 13 testing the waters for president, who they've never met,”
Thompson saud

When asked what may be the attaction, Thompson rephed "I'm honest That m and of itself has
opened some dooes for me "

In bis speeches around the state, public and private, Thompeon sad he's emphasizing that the
country can no longer sgnoce its problems — which he said include federsl overspending, a troubled
economy, a stretched military and Islamic terromism

National secunty must take top prionty, he added "Al-Qaida 1s strong, they are here and they're
trymg to get therr hands on weapons of mass destruction "

But at the same time, Thompson added, "We've got to be realistic about our mikitary power, and
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what we're capable of doing and not capable of doing Clearly we were aot totally prepared for what
turned out to be the challenge 1n Iraq We've got to come to terms with that *

Thompsoa saxd the United States has & special place to mauntam 1 the wotld ss “a beacon of hope
and hberty and prospenty for a lot of people for an awful lot of years "

Lawyer Tom Walsh, who hosted Tuesday mght's fundrasser here, prassed Thompson as the
Republican Party's best communicator since former Pressdent Ronald Reagan "He offers the best
lesdership, the best message and the abdsty to communicate to the Amenican people,” Walsh saxd

Thompson said, "I wince & bit" when he hears the frequent compansons with Reagan, s Republican

In the spinit of truth-telling, Thompson saxd with emphass, "I'm not the best communicator in the
world *




